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FROM THE DESK OF OUR CEO 
 
Dear Members 
 
The weekend of 13 September 2008 has seen the 
culmination of two years' top-secret work by the 
Society come to fruition. 
 
Some two years ago, I was approached to work 
alongside the Albany Port Authority in helping to 
secure a visit from the American Navy to         
commemorate the centenary of the 1908 visit of 
the Great White Fleet to Albany.  This project has 
been very long, very arduous, fraught with         
frustration - and on several occasions, appeared to 
be doomed to failure.  The American Navy kindly 
committed to sending the USS Shoup to Albany for 
this event only some six weeks ago.  The secrecy 
surrounding the preparations was needed in order 
to appease the American Department of State and 
Defence.   
 
The Australian Navy very kindly sent HMAS      
Darwin and HMAS Sirius to Albany for these   
commemorations.   
 
As you are undoubtedly aware, the Albany Port 
Authority opened the Albany Port to the public on 
Saturday, 13 September 2008. The Open Day also 
was close to failure due to Federal security laws 
now prohibiting public entry to Australian Ports.  
However, due to the Port Authority's drive and 
commitment, they managed to get dispensation for 
the day's events.   
 
The Historical Society supplied a display of 1908 
White Fleet memorabilia, including photographs, 
several objects and written content. We also     
produced a commemorative DVD using            
photographs from our Collection.  This DVD is for 
sale from my office for $20.00. If you are interested 
in purchasing a copy, please contact us. 
 
I wish to acknowledge Craig Anderson, Noeline  
Anderson and Roger Cunnington, along with Colin 
Aspinall, Chris    Roberts, Justin Eyden Sue Horton 
and Loranne Middleton for their tireless efforts in 
making this project the great success that it was.  It 
is an honour for me to have a group of such loyal 
and dedicated people on whom I can always rely. 
 
In spite of the inclement weather, the event was 
attended by several thousand people who enjoyed 
themselves immensely climbing all over the USS 
Shoup and HMAS Darwin.  This, in itself, was a 
very rare event as both Navies do not, as a rule, 
allow public access to their vessels, due to security 

concerns since 9/11. Once people had completed 
the tour of the vessels, they then moved on to 
viewing the displays from various Port users and 
ourselves. We had received very     positive feed-
back and interest in the Society from many people. 
 
This Magazine contains the Conference Report 
from the Royal West Australian Historical Societies 
Annual Conference held in Katanning from 5 - 7 
September 2008 as well as Roger Cunnington's 
very well researched White Fleet article.  
 
The four of us who attended the Conference from 
Albany Historical Society enjoyed ourselves       
immensely at an extremely well run and most     
informative Conference.  It is indeed a credit to the 
Katanning Historical Society who only have around 
10 active members, that they were able to host an 
event of this size and nature so ably.  As some of 
you may be aware, the Albany Historical Society 
will be hosting the 2010 State Conference.  If you 
believe that you have the skills to aid in the     
planning of this event, please contact either myself 
or Loranne on 9841 5403.  We would be pleased 
to have your contribution on the Planning         
Sub-Committee. 
 
If anyone would be interested in helping the         
Albany Historical Society's Research Officer, Mrs 
Joan Blight, in conducting research requests, 
please contact my office.  Joan has for many years 
been the backbone of our research department, 
however, due to family commitments, Joan is now 
unable to fulfil 100% of the research requests she 
receives. If you feel that you have a passion for 
this work, it would be a great opportunity to work 
alongside Joan, gaining some of the immense 
knowledge of Albany and surrounds that she     
possesses. 
 
Work at the Co-op has now moved to the upstairs 
section and downstairs is all but complete. The 
Committee and I offer our sincerest thanks and 
gratitude to Pam and Dave Northern and Eddie 
Summerbell for the immense effort they have put 
into this project over the past twelve months. It is 
my aim to have an official opening for the Co-op 
Storage Museum in late November. We will send 
invitations to this event nearer the time. It is likely 
that we will combine the opening with the      
Christmas luncheon. 
 
I wish also to express my sincerest thanks to Ross 
Marsh who has come to us as part of the Work for 
the Dole Programme. Ross has taken on the       
position of Gardener at Patrick Taylor Cottage and 
the Co-op. He has proven to be the most reliable 
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and dedicated Work for the Dole participant that 
we have received from the Programme. If anyone 
is aware of a position requiring a dedicated and 
loyal employee, please contact me. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of 
the Committee and Members, to thank Mr Alan P 
Hillier for his most kind and generous donation of a 
walnut side table, three leather bound volumes of 
Mathew Henry's Exposition of the Old and New 
Testaments belonging to Patrick Taylor and a   
mahogany chair formerly owned by Peter Broun, 
First Colonial Secretary of WA 1828 - 1846.  These 
wonderful items are on display at Patrick Taylor 
Cottage.  I urge you to take the time to drop in and 
have a look.   
 
Andrew Eyden 
Chief Executive Officer 
September  2008�

Pioneer Room of the Katanning Club.  The Club is 
the focal point of recreation and social events in 
Katanning and surrounding districts.  The KHS is a 
very small historical society with only 7 – 10 active 
members. Unbelievably, those few members     
produced an amazing array of beautifully cooked 
home-made dishes.  Not only that, but as one dish 
emptied, another took its place from a seemingly 
unending array of food being heated in the large 
kitchen.  Everyone was delighted and amazed at 
the high quality of the food.  Just when we felt we 
could eat no more, we were told that the 
sweets/puddings course would be served shortly 
and a mouth-watering array of tempting            
concoctions appeared and astounded everyone 
present. Once again, as one dish emptied it was 
replaced. Country hospitality indeed! Much credit is 
due to the talents of KHS members.   
 
Saturday morning’s proceedings commenced in 
the Katanning Town Hall, Austral Terrace, with a 
Welcome Address from Hon. Bob Nicholson, AO, 
President of the RWAHS. It was good to renew  
acquaintanceship with Bob and his lovely wife Lyn.   
 
Bob introduced local Noongar Elder, Gabriel    
Hansen, who gave a speech welcoming us to 
country. 
 
Councillor Phil Rae, Katanning Shire President 
then officially opened the 2008 RWAHS Katanning 
Conference and expressed the wish everyone 
would enjoy their stay in Katanning. 
 
This was followed by Roll-Call and Remembrances 
of deceased Members. After the deceased     
Members’ names had been called out, several   
Societies spoke from the floor adding other names 
not been previously notified to RWAHS. 
 
Katanning Councillor Ainslie Evans, an active KHS 
member, spoke interestingly about the 70 years of 
the Katanning Historical Society from its             
beginnings up to the present and then answered 
questions from the floor. Gillian O’Mara gave a 
Vote of Thanks. 
 
Bob Nicholson advised the delegates that the 2007 
Conference Minutes had been prepared and were 
available for perusal.  
 
We broke for morning tea after some                  
announcements by Gerry Watson. The KHS     
provided morning tea with delicious home bakes.   
 
After our mid-morning break, Lennie McCall gave 
the Chair’s Report and then Bob Nicholson gave 

RWAHS STATE HISTORY CONFERENCE  
OF AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 

5, 6 AND 7 SEPTEMBER 2008 
 
The RWAHS State History Conference of Affiliated 
Societies was hosted this year by Katanning     
Historical Society (‘KHS’). My Assistant, Loranne 
Middleton and I were the AHS Delegates with 
Justin Eyden and Judith Swain as Observers. It 
was a two hour drive to Katanning and our party 
had a comfortable stay in the New Lodge Motel in 
Clive Street. 
 
The Conference began at the Katanning Art     
Gallery, Austral Terrace, on Friday, 5 September 
2008 with a Civic Reception and early registration 
for Delegates and was hosted by Gerry Watson of 
KHS. The Art Gallery hosts a wide range of art   
exhibitions and is a climate controlled purpose built 
facility and so was ideal for our Reception. Each 
Delegate and Observer was presented with a bag 
of conference goodies! Gerry then spoke on behalf 
of KHS, welcoming the delegates to the Civic    
Reception and encouraged everyone to view the 
Aboriginal paintings displayed around the room.  
She outlined the programme her Society had 
planned and expressed her hope that everyone 
would enjoy the Conference. Gerry advised that 
Friday’s Dinner would be held at the Katanning 
Club in Amherst Street. 
 
The 107 delegates and observers from WA        
historical societies who had enrolled for the      
Conference sat down to dinner that evening in the 
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more details of the ground to be covered at the 
Conference and said that matters brought over 
from last year's conference would be further      
discussed.  
 
He spoke about the necessity to move the       
overcrowded RWAHS office to larger and better 
premises in the Perth CBD. He assured us this 
would happen soon. 
 
Dr Helen Henderson gave the delegates an update 
the Old Treasury Site. 
 
Professor Reg Appleyard, Past-President of 
RWAHS, was then introduced to speak about  
Aboriginal Art in the Burrup Peninsula. 
 
Reg spoke movingly of his concerns for the safety 
and custodianship of the Aboriginal Rock Art on 
the Burrup Peninsula and told us that a              
tremendous amount of valuable rock art has       
already been destroyed or had disappeared. He 
expressed his doubts that Woodside can be      
persuaded to cease mining in the area and his 
own doubt they will protect the remaining Rock Art 
from destruction. 
 
Dr Helen Henderson then gave a long and detailed 
Report on Tax Deductibility. 
 
Fiona Bush gave the Federation of Australian   
Historical Societies report and reported that     
Mervyn Reger, representative of the Rockingham 
Historical Society had resigned and nominations to 
the Committee for 2008-2009 were now being 
called for. 
 
I then spoke to the Conference, confirming the 
AHS would host the 2010 Conference in Albany 
and that we would make our presentation next 
year at the Cockburn Conference.   
 
Representatives of the York Historical Society    
expressed interest in hosting the 2011 Conference 
and Swan Districts Historical Society expressed 
their desire to host the 2012 Conference and    
motions were made to accept both these offers. 
 
Bob Woollett proposed that a shield be procured 
and presented each year to the Host Society at its 
Conference.    
 
Our next speaker, Marolyn Hamilton talked very 
knowledgeably about One Teacher Schools in the 
Katanning area. She used a PowerPoint display to 
show photographs from the earliest school in the 
1890s until the 1940s. Her talk illustrated the       

difficulties experienced and overcome by early  
settlers to educate their children and to build 
schools. Some settlers had employed a governess 
or boarded their children in towns that had 
schools. Other parents arranged for their children 
to have correspondence lessons or taught their 
children themselves, as best they could. Some 
well-to-do parents were able to provide buildings to 
be used by local children. After her talk Marolyn 
called for questions from the floor. 
 
Fiona Bush gave a Vote of Thanks to Marolyn and 
then Gerry Watson made more announcements 
relevant to the day’s proceedings. She also        
reminded everyone who had still to vote, that they 
could do so nearby during the lunch break. 
 
Lunch (homemade soup and sandwiches) was 
served at 12 noon with time before the afternoon’s 
business to visit the nearby Katanning Roller Flour 
Mill and the Art Gallery. 
 
During the lunch break, several of our party cast 
their election votes and then paid a visit to the Art 
Gallery next door. 
 
After the lunch break, I was approached and asked 
to join the Affiliated Societies Committee. I          
accepted on behalf of AHS.   
 
Ainslie Evans gave the paper on the Herald Print 
Press, due to the sudden incapacity of the          
arranged speaker, Arthur Todd. Ainslie spoke very 
knowledgeably about the printing company from its 
earliest days until its closure. Ainslie then called for 
questions from the floor and reminded the       
delegates that they could visit Herald Print Press 
the next day. 
 
Bob Woollett gave a vote of thanks to Ainslie for 
stepping in to give the paper at such very short  
notice. 
 
Cockburn Historical Society spoke next about its 
plans to host the 2009 RWAHS Annual            
Conference and showed a DVD Presentation 
about the facilities and historically interesting 
places in the Cockburn area. Questions from the 
floor revealed the need to know about                 
accommodation. 
 
After afternoon tea, Gabriel Hansen returned to the 
Conference and spoke movingly about her         
experiences as one of the Stolen Generation. She 
said she was lucky in that a good family adopted 
her and that she grew up with their loving support, 
however, many children of her generation had very 
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bad experiences indeed. Gabriel displayed several 
items of aboriginal art explaining that each piece 
was evocative of the artist’s life experience.  
Gabriel talk was very well received and Gerry  
Watson presented her with flowers. Gabriel then 
answered questions from the floor and then Robyn 
Taylor thanked her on behalf of the Conference 
delegates. 
 
Business then closed with the promise of the    
Conference Dinner to follow that evening. 
 
The 2008 Conference Dinner was held at the     
Katanning Recreation Centre in Pemble Street.  
The Centre was built in 1997 and was a major   
Katanning Shire Project. It is the focal point of   
recreation and social events within Katanning and 
surrounding districts. 
 
The large function room was tastefully decorated 
and had round tables which led to the relaxed    
atmosphere and flowing conversation. The      
delegates were treated to a lovely three course 
meal. Ainslie Evans introduced Katanning       
Councillor Alep Mydie, a Christmas and Cocos   
Islander as Guest Speaker, and advised us he 
would speak about his experiences since          
emigrating from the Islands to living and working in 
Katanning. Alep is a very charming, amusing and 
sometimes poignant speaker who spoke of the 
hardships and difficulties he and his family had  
encountered.  They are Muslim, have assimilated 
themselves and been totally accepted by the     
Katanning population. 
 
Between courses, we had a further treat in the 
shape of four young Malay girls who performed a 
traditional dance. 
 
The very successful Dinner closed with a vote of 
thanks to Alep and the young girls. 
 
The next morning, conference business having 
concluded, the Delegates were at their leisure    
before returning home.   
 
The AHS party had a coffee at The Daily Grind 
while deciding which historical venues should be 
visited. 
 
We went first of all to the Katanning Roller Flour 
Mill.  Now owned and operated by the Katanning 
Shire Council, this Heritage Listed building was 
built in 1891 by the Piesse family.  Much of the mill 
equipment is still in place and the ground floor is 
used as the town’s Visitors’ Centre.  The two upper 
floors are mainly derelict and unsafe and moves 

are afoot to save the building from certain      
demolition.  The Council has offered the building 
for sale for the princely sum of $1 provided the 
building is restored. We were advised by KHS 
delegates that they are doing everything in their 
power to save the building and we have promised 
to write in support of their efforts. 
 
Next we visited the Katanning Historical Society 
Museum in Richardson and Taylor Streets which 
had been especially opened for Conference    
delegates. This building was originally the first 
school in Katanning. 
 
Our next stop was rather special because we went 
to the Katanning Mosque in Warren Road. The 
Mosque is the spiritual home of Katanning’s large 
Malay community. Councillor Alep Mydie, a     
practising Muslim, who had spoken at the previous 
night’s dinner, had kindly arranged to show the 
Conference delegates over the Mosque between 
10 am and 11 am that morning. Before entering 
the Mosque we respectfully removed our shoes.  
Alep greeted us in the doorway and brought us  
inside the building. He explained the layout of the 
interior of the mosque. The main area of the       
interior is for men only, the thick carpeting being 
divided into sections where different worshippers 
knelt. He pointed out where the Imam sat or stood 
when preaching. Alep explained that the prayer 
mats laid out at the front of the mosque enabled 
the men to line themselves up so that no-one 
touched his neighbour. We were shown a series of 
clocks on the wall, each denoting a different time 
of day that marked times when the men must stop 
work and channel their thoughts to God. Alep 
showed us the smaller separate side room set 
aside for women and children. Women are only 
welcome in the mosque when they have          
completed their duties of looking after the home 
and their children. They come not only to socialise 
but to direct their thoughts outside themselves and 
to God. Alep was asked if the Imam calls the   
faithful to prayer by loudspeaker and he answered 
that out of respect for the neighbours living near 
the mosque, the calls to prayer were done from  
inside the building. Alep mentioned that the         
insurance for the building was extremely high and I 
said he should contact me when I could perhaps 
arrange for him to obtain cheaper insurance.  
When Alep finished his tour, we returned outside 
and put on our shoes.  We thanked Alep for giving 
of his time and he thanked us for visiting his 
Mosque. 
 
We really wanted to visit Wakes’ Garage on 
Richardson Street.  In 1938 the Wake Brothers 
(two brothers, each having only one eye)            
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THE WHITE FLEET VISIT TO          
ALBANY 

 
Background and Reasons for the Great White 
fleet; President Theodore Roosevelt sent the fleet 
of 16 white-painted battleships on the 14-month 
world cruise for a number of reasons, principally as 
a global public relations event. America had been 
quietly building up the second-largest navy in the 
world, with no one paying attention. The voyage 
was planned as an announcement to the World 
that said, “Hey, we're here.” The headline "TR PR" 
would have been an accurate, as well as succinct 
description.3  
 
Other reasons to send the fleet were: - 
 
· To send a message to Japan, in the wake of 

Japan's victory over Russia in the Russo-
Japanese War of 1905, that unlike Russia, if 
America had to cross the ocean to fight you, its 
navy would be there in force and ready. In 
1906, Roosevelt received the Nobel Peace 
Prize for the successful mediation between 
Russia and Japan. The Great White Fleet    
embodied Roosevelt's dictum, "Talk softly and 
carry a big stick". The fleet was a "big stick"  
behind a man with a peace prize.3  

 
· These decisions were made against the    

background of Britain’s formal alliance with the 
Japanese, who were making known their ideas 
of invading China and Manchuria; the recent 
decimation of the Russian battle fleet by Japan 
in 1904; Germany’s growing assertiveness in 
Europe, which was demanding the presence of 
the majority of the Royal Navy’s ships to be 
stationed in the Atlantic at the expense of the 
Pacific fleet and the concern this caused to 
Britain’s Australasian dominions, fearing the         
possibility of invasion by the Japanese.1 

 
· To provide the U.S. Navy with operational     

insights that would prove useful during the next 
100 years, especially in terms of exposing US 
Navy planners to the problem of truly global  
logistics, including sustaining a fleet with fuel, 
stores and ammunition. As Roosevelt stated 
before the fleet's departure, "I want all failures, 
blunders and shortcomings to be made appar-
ent in time of peace and not in time of war."3 

 
The Fleet 
With the exception of the few highest-ranking     
naval officials, nobody was aware of Roosevelt's 
intention to send the fleet around the world. All 
anyone else knew was that the fleet would be 

established a garage on Richardson Street where 
they never threw out anything. We found an  
amazing collection of stuff that 'just might come in 
handy' strewn in piles around the huge dirt floor.  
Seemingly this garage has the only dirt floor in 
WA. The garage houses the first rotary engine   
invented which sits on its original workbench.  
While the men were fascinated and absorbed in 
this amazing collection of machinery and orderly 
piles of scrap, they decided to lecture any woman 
who would listen on the intricacies of certain bits.  
Generally speaking, the women were appalled at 
such a mess! KHS Member and Katanning City 
Councillor, Ainslie Evans, actually bought Wakes 
Garage from the Wake Brothers a few years ago 
and has preserved it for viewing by interested 
groups. (This is a lady who collects fine old lace!)  
While we were walking around the garage, totally 
absorbed (or appalled), the KHS members were 
preparing a Farewell Sausage Sizzle in the      
forecourt of the Garage.  Everyone devoured the 
food with enjoyment. As this was the final event of 
the Conference, Bob Woollett made a Farewell 
Speech and said he looked forward to seeing   
everyone again at the 2009 Cockburn Conference.  
 
A vote of thanks was moved by the Wanneroo  
Historical Society to the Katanning Historical      
Society for an excellent conference. I seconded 
this vote, on behalf of Albany. 
 
At Judith Swain's special request, we decided we 
had time to visit the Herald Print Museum at Clive 
and Conroy Streets. This is a fascinating building 
containing 100 years of newspaper machinery and 
papers. We were met by Arthur Todd, former  
Manager of the newspaper, who gave us a very 
detailed tour of each item of machinery and        
explained how the newspapers were printed. He 
told us in the latter days of production when the 
company no longer printed newspapers, the firm 
was kept alive making invoice books, notepaper 
and wedding invitations. 
 
After our visit to the Herald Print Museum we left 
Katanning for home. We all agreed attending the 
Conference had been a worthwhile experience and 
that we had enjoyed ourselves very much. 
 
Andrew Eyden, Chief Executive Officer 
Loranne Middleton, Executive Administration      
Officer 
 
September 2008 
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steaming from the east to west coast in a training exercise. 
 
Late on the first day of steaming, Rear Admiral Evans, the fleet’s Commanding Officer announced that   
after a short stay on the West Coast, the fleet would return home by way of the Pacific, through the Suez 
Canal, into the Mediterranean and then to the Atlantic. When this announcement became general     
knowledge the next day, countries throughout the world tendered their invitations for the fleet to visit their 
ports.2 
  
This complemented the Australian Government’s misgivings in holding an overwhelming faith in British  
naval supremacy. Realising the nature of the strategic problem of dividing the Royal Navy’s battle fleet, in 
the event of potential Japanese aggression against the interests of the British Empire, the Prime Minister 
Alfred Deakin deliberately breached protocol by bypassing British authorities and despatching a timely   
invitation direct to Washington. It worked as intended, a direct challenge to Britain that there were          
alternatives to Australia in forming its own navy, outside a British alliance.7 This goodwill gesture is        
reciprocated by Admiral Sperry’s (the fleet’s commanding officer to Australasian ports) promise, “You 
need never be afraid so long as the Stars and Stripes float above the seas”.3 
  
 
The Ships Participating in the 2nd Leg 
16 battleships were powered by horizontal tube boilers powering triple expansion reciprocating engines. 
All were twin screw. They are as follows:- 
 
 
KEARSARGE CLASS  
Displacement                 11,540 tons   
Length                              375.3 feet 
Beam                                  72.3 feet 
Draught                              23.5 feet   
Speed                                16.0 knots 
Crew                                       553 
Armament: 
4 X 13 inch guns; 14 X 5 inch guns; 
20 X 6 pounders;    8 X 1 pounders 
4 X .30 calibre machine guns; 4 X 18 inch torpedo tubes. 
Kearsarge (BB-5):       Completed: 15/2/1900 Newport News Shipbuilding & Drydock Co 
                                   Disposition: Made a heavy lift crane ship 1920. Scrapped 1956.  
Kentucky (BB-6):        Completed: 15/6/1900 Newport News Shipbuilding & Drydock Co 
                                   Disposition: Scrapped 1924 
 
 
ILLINOIS CLASS 
Displacement                11,565 tons  
Length                             368.0 feet             
Beam                                 72.2 feet 
Draught                             23.5 feet 
Speed                              16.0 knots 
Crew                                       660 
Armament: 
4 X 13 inch guns; 14 X 6 inch guns 
16 X 6 pounders;   4 X .30 calibre machine guns; 
Illinois (BB-7):             Completed: 15/9/1900 Newport News Shipbuilding & Drydock Co 
                                   Disposition: Loaned to New York for Naval Militia 1921. Scrapped 1956. 
Wisconsin (BB-9):       Completed: 2/2/1901 Union Iron Works, San Francisco.  
                                   Disposition: Transferred to Army & sunk by bombing off NC 1923. 
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MAINE CLASS 
Displacement                13,500 tons 
Length                             393.9 feet 
Beam                                 72.2 feet 
Draught                             25.7 feet 
Speed                              18.2 knots 
Crew                                       561 
Armament: 
4 X 12 inch guns; 16 X 6 inch guns 
6 X 3 inch guns; 8 X 3 pounders;  
4 X .30 calibre machine guns; 
4 X 18 inch torpedo tubes. 
Missouri (BB-11):        Completed: 12/01/1903 Newport News Shipbuilding & Drydock Co 
                                   Disposition: Scrapped IAW Washington Treaty 1923 
Ohio (BB-12):              Completed: 4/10/1903 Union Iron Works, San Francisco 
                                   Disposition: Scrapped 1924 
 
VIRGINIA CLASS  
Displacement               14,948 tons 
Length                            441.3 feet 
Beam                                76.3 feet 
Draught                             23.8 feet 
Speed                            19.0 knots 
Crew                                    916 
Armament: 
4 X 12 inch guns; 8 X 8 inch guns; 
12 X 6” guns; 4 X 1 pounders; 4 X .30 calibre machine guns; 4 X 21 inch torpedo tubes 
Virginia (BB-13):         Completed: 7/5/1906 Newport News Shipbuilding & Drydock Co 
                                   Disposition: Transferred to the Army & sunk by bombing off NC 1923 
Nebraska (BB-14):      Completed: 1/7/1907 Moran Bros, Seattle, Washington 
                                   Disposition: Scrapped IAW Washington Treaty 1923 
Georgia (BB-15):        Completed: 24/9/1906 Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine 
                                   Disposition: Scrapped IAW Washington Treaty 1923 
New Jersey (BB-16):   Completed: 12/5/1906 Fore River Shipbuilding Co, Quincy, MT 
                                   Disposition: Transferred to the Army & sunk by bombing off NC 
Rhode Island (BB-17): Completed: 19/2/1906 Fore River Shipbuilding Co, Quincy, MT 
                                    Disposition: Scrapped IAW Washington Treaty 1923 
 
CONNECTICUT CLASS 
Displacement               16,000 tons 
Length                            456.3 feet 
Beam                               76.8 feet 
Draught                           24.5 feet 
Speed                             18.0 knots 
Crew                                827 
Armament: 
4   X 12 inch guns; 8 X 8 inch guns;  
12 X 3 pounders;   4 X 1 pounders;  
2   X .30 calibre machine guns; 
4   X 21 inch torpedo tubes. 
Connecticut (BB-18):  Completed: 29/9/04 New York Navy Yard 
                                   Disposition: Scrapped IAW Washington Treaty 
Louisiana (BB-19):      Completed: 2/6/1906 Newport News Shipbuilding & Drydock Co 
                                   Disposition: Scrapped IAW Washington Treaty 1923 
Vermont (BB-20):        Completed: 4/3/1907 Fore River Shipbuilding Co, Quincey Mt 
                                   Disposition: Scrapped IAW Washington Treaty 1923 
Kansas (BB-21):         Completed: 18/7/1907 New York Shipbuilding Corp. 
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                                   Disposition: Scrapped IAW Washington Treaty 1923 
Minnesota (BB-22):     Completed: 9/3/1907 Newport News Shipbuilding & Drydock Co 
                                   Disposition: Scrapped IAW Washington Treaty 1923 
 
The battleships were accompanied by the following auxiliary ships, when they departed from San       
Francisco. 
 
Culgoa – Store ship 
Built 1899 by J. L. Thompson & Sons, Sunderland, UK 
Displacement: 3325 tons: Length 346.3 feet: Beam 43 feet: Draught 21.8 feet: Speed 18 knots: Crew 122. 
Sold 1922 
 
Yankton – Tender  
Built 1893 by Ramage & Fergusson, Leith, Scotland 
Displacement: 1975 tons: Length 185 feet: Beam 27.6 feet: Draught 13.1 feet: Speed 14 knots: Crew 78. 
Scrapped 1930 
 
Glacier – Store ship 
Built as Port Chalmers J. L. Thompson & Sons, Sunderland, UK 1891 for the Federal Line, London.       
Acquired by US Navy 1898. 
Displacement 8325 tons: Length 388.6 feet: Beam 46.1 feet: Draught 25.3 feet: Speed 12.3 knots:  
Crew 98. Scrapped 1922 
 
Relief – Hospital Ship 
Built by Delaware River Shipbuilding Co, Chester PA, as John Englis.  
Acquired by US Navy 1902.  
Sold to Merchant Service 1919. 
Panther – Repair Ship 
Built by William Cramp & Sons, Philadelphia, PA for Red D Line Shipping Co. 
Acquired by US Navy 1898 
Displacement 4260 tons: Length 324.3 feet: Beam 40.5 feet: Draught 18.2 feet: Speed 14 knots:  
Crew 138. Scrapped 1923 

 
 The Cruise  
The fleet sailed from Hampton Roads, Virginia on 16 December 1907. The 1st Leg took the fleet, via the 
Straits of Magellan, where the Chilean cruiser Chacabuco guided the ships through the Straits, to San 
Francisco, where it arrived on 6 May 1905.  It called at several South American ports on the way. 
 
While in San Francisco, the battleships Maine and Alabama were detached to form a special service 
squadron and were replaced by the Illinois Class Wisconsin (BB-9) and the Virginia Class Nebraska    
(BB-14), both already located on the west coast. The reason behind this change was due to Maine's      
voracious appetite for coal and Alabama's engines problems. The six destroyers and their tender           
remained with the Pacific Fleet, while the battleships and their tenders continued the round the world 
cruise.2 Maine and Alabama departed on their own circumnavigation after the main fleet’s departure, which 
omitted Australia, New Zealand, Japan and China. They entered the Mediterranean before the main fleet 
reached Albany.1 

 

On 7 July 1905, after visiting several US west coast ports and now commanded by Admiral Charles 
Sperry, recently promoted from Rear Admiral and Flag Officer of the 4th Division during the 1st Leg, the 
fleet set sail from San Francisco on its 2nd Leg. The strictly kept itinerary was Honolulu (16 -22 July),  
Auckland (9-15 August), Sydney (20-27 August), Melbourne (29 August - 5 September),                          
Albany (11- 18 September) and Manila (2 October). 2 

 

The fleet was split into 2 squadrons, each of which was split into 2 divisions of 4 ships each, as follows:- 
  
FIRST SQUADRON 
1st Division: Connecticut BB-18, Kansas BB-21, Minnesota BB-22, Vermont BB-20 
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2nd Division: Georgia BB-15, New Jersey BB-16, Rhode Island BB-17, Nebraska BB-14 
 
SECOND SQUADRON 
3rd Division: Louisiana BB-19, Missouri BB-11, Ohio BB-12, Virginia BB-13 
4th Division: Illinois BB-7, Kearsarge BB-5, Kentucky BB-6, Wisconsin BB-9 
 
Each division had its own Flag Officer. Connecticut was the Flagship of the whole fleet, in which Admiral 
Sperry sailed. Rear Admiral Richard Wainwright was the Flag Officer of the 2nd Division, Rear Admiral   
William H. Emeroy the 3rd Division and Rear Admiral Seaton Schroeder the 4th Division. The Commanding 
Officer of each ship had the rank of Captain. The order of ships in each division appears to have been 
kept throughout the cruise and was probably established by the relative seniority of each ship’s          
Commanding Officer.  
 
The passage of each leg was planned at a slow 9.5 knots to economise on coal fuel consumption. The 
plans for the coal replenishment appear to have been a bureaucratic stuff up. As the US Navy had few of 
its own colliers, reliance was placed on chartering merchant ships, mainly British owned and registered but 
under contract to American firms. The Navy Department planned the arrival of an appropriate number of 
colliers at the fleet’s designated fuelling ports of call. The Bureau of Equipment then had the responsibility 
of letting the charters in sufficient time for the American coal to be loaded at American ports and the ships 
to make their passages to the designated port before the fleet’s arrival.1  

 

This was particularly important after long passages, as the battleships’ bunkers would be all but empty. 
The first hiccup occurred at Auckland, where only 3 of the 6 expected colliers had arrived. As in Auckland, 
local suppliers in Sydney had been advised that their assistance would not be required, so no additional 
stocks were available. Admiral Sperry reported to the Bureau of Navigation that this was the result of Navy 
Department negligence, which “caused great embarrassment...entailed coaling day and night in Auckland 
...to distribute limited amounts of coal throughout the fleet, and meant that coaling would have to be     
conducted in Sydney and Melbourne”1 Through ingenious use of local ships loading at Wollongong,       
existing coal hulks and coal brought direct to Sydney from the mines, the fleet was able to maintain its  
itinerary uninterrupted.1  

 
Ships would normally go into port and take on coal every two weeks. "Coaling ship" was an all hands      
operation and a dirty job. It would take several days to coal a ship. Afterward, the crew would spend      
several more days cleaning the ship, inside and out, fore and aft, since coal dust settled everywhere. A 
member of the "black gang" on the battleship Connecticut described coaling day. "Our ship held about 
2,000 tons of the stuff. All the deckhands would go down into the collier (coal supply ship) and fill these big 
bags with about 500 pounds. Then they'd hoist 'em over to us down in the coal bunkers and we'd spread 
out the coal with shovels until all the bunkers - about 20 - were full to the top."2   

 
The ship’s crews were obviously put under a lot of stress to complete the coaling in each of the            
Australasian ports of call and participate in a “scrubbed up” state in the hectic program of parades and   
social activities organised in their honour at each port of call. 
 
Albany – Fleet Week - Thursday 10 – Friday 18 Septe mber 1908 
HMS Gibraltar, Commander C.F. Morgan, arrived from Portsmouth on Wednesday morning. The Gibraltar 
.... received orders to pick up relief crews for the Australian squadron and make Albany on 10 September, 
there to receive the United States fleet on the succeeding day. .... Gibraltar bunkered 750 tons of coal on 
arrival 4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HMS Gibraltar�
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The fleet was expected to arrive in King George’s Sound at midday on Friday 11. (Thousands of         
sightseers from every part of the State flocked to Albany by special trains (the motor era was still distant) 
and the accommodation of the port was severely taxed for the period the Fleet was at anchor.6)  ... but                
unfortunately it arrived just after dawn, and due to poor ship-to-shore communications, only a few people 
actually saw the ships arrive. 
 
“The weather, which had been gloriously fine during the preceding week, had become unsettled in the 
night and rain was falling intermittently as day dawned. Looking to seaward, a heavy mist restricted the 
range of vision, and the vessels must have approached within 12 miles of the shore before they became 
visible. (Perhaps this is the reason why no photos of the arrival can be found – the visibility was too bad, 
and/or the photographers did not get up early enough. – Author’s observation.) As they came 
nearer...every movement of the ships could be clearly discerned from the points of vantage overlooking 
the Sound. Six o’clock had just gone when the first battleship emerged from the misty barrier, which       
approached so near to the land as to almost obscure Breaksea Island. One by one the magnificent        
engines of war came into view until 15 could be seen. (Kansas, a sister of the flagship, had remained    
behind in Melbourne for mail, conduct an enquiry into the collision of the naval collier and a local steamer 
in Hobson’s Bay as well as recovering as many of the 221 deserters as possible. She departed in       
company with the store ship Culgoa on 10 September.1) Under easy steam the vessels advanced into the 
Sound and at a quarter past seven Connecticut dropped anchor within 2000 yards of the Forts. Two others 
took up positions in line with the flagship and then, in rows of four, the remainder settled down into places 
nearer Middleton Beach. At a quarter to eight the last anchor was run out and the 15 ships which, after all, 
only occupied a very small section of King George’s Sound, presented a spectacle that will long live in the 
memories of those who witnessed it.  
 
At 8 am the flagship, Connecticut, fired a 21-gun salute, which was replied to by the Forts. HMS Gibraltar 
then saluted (13 gun salute for an Admiral), and the Connecticut having responded, the Chilean warship 
(General Baquedano1) followed suit to have the complement similarly acknowledged. 
 

The first to board the flagship was the Harbour Master, Captain Winzar, and he was followed immediately 
by Captain Sweetland, R. A. A. and Captain Pendlebury, C. S. O., who called officially on behalf of the  
Defence Department. Later on Captain Gilliat, A. D. C., visited the Connecticut as representative of the 
Governor, Mr Bernard Parker as representative of the Government and Mr W. Kingsmill, M. L. C., as     
representative of Parliament. 
 
The Connecticut remained outside until about 11 o’clock, when she entered the harbour and was           
anchored just off the end of the Deepwater Jetty...Then in turn during the day the Lousiana, Georgia,     
Nebraska, Rhode Island and New Jersey steamed into the harbour and anchored. The three colliers -
Teviotdale, Tottenham, and Kildane - were immediately attached and coaling started.” 4 At the time of   
writing the article, it was estimated that three of the battleships would have completed coaling by Saturday 
morning and would return to their anchorages in the Sound, their places being replaced by 4 other        
battleships. Only Connecticut remained at her anchorage off the Deepwater Jetty for the duration of the 
fleet’s stay. During Friday the store ships Panther and Glacier were also brought inside.  
 
At night the battleships were brilliantly illuminated, but the unsettled weather conditions marred the effect 
and kept many people from witnessing the display.” 4   

 
Six colliers had been scheduled to meet the Fleet in Albany, but only 5 arrived in time. These were:-  
 
           Ship Name              Arrival Date                   Cargo Tonnage 
           Teviotdale                   28 August                              2538 
           Tottenham                    8 September                         2943 
           Kildale                         12 September                        2463 
           Epsom                         16 September                        2970 
           Taurus                         16 September                        2765 
 
The total of 13, 650 tons was sufficient for the Fleet’s requirements. The sixth collier, King Robert had only 
cleared Natal (Brazil) on 6 September and on 15 September was still more than two weeks away.1  
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According to the Albany Port Register, all these ships were British owned and registered. They sailed via 
the Cape of Good Hope, but did not call at Cape Town. The Fleet’s 5 auxiliary ships also required bunkers 
as well as the 16 battleships. 
 
On 15th September the colliers Taurus and Epsom, with 13,606 tons of cargo coal, entered King George’s 
Sound.  
 
General Baquedano, the Chilean warship, was the Chilean Navy’s training ship. She was an   
auxiliary sailing vessel, more precisely, a 3 masted barque rigged auxiliary vessel. Her call at    
Albany, coinciding with the visit of the US fleet is interesting, as it is the second occasion she had 
met with the fleet during its cruise. The first occasion was when the fleet passed by Valparaiso 
during its 1st Leg. As that port was too deep to permit safe anchorage for the fleet, the sixteen 
battleships steamed by the city in line ahead. Chile’s President Montt and other dignitaries 
boarded the General Baquedano to take the salute from the passing ships. 

 

 

 

General Baquedano at Valparaiso for sail past of Great 
White Fleet 14 February 1908. 

 

 

 

The festive atmosphere of the occasion in the town is well described by the adverts appearing in the       
Albany Advertiser:- 
 
“The Swan River ferry, S.S. Zephyr, had travelled from Fremantle especially for the event. Her services 
were advertised as “... will leave the Town Jetty EACH DAY at 8 p.m. for a CRUISE THROUGH THE ... 
AMERICAN WHITE ARMADA, calling at BATTLESHIPS OPEN FOR INSPECTION during the day, and 
giving passengers an unequalled opportunity of VIEWING the ILLUMINATIONS at night. FIRST-CLASS 
BAND, specially engaged from Perth, on board for all trips, with complete repertoire of music suitable for 
the occasion. Highest Quality of Refreshments obtainable on board. RETURN FARE, 2s.” 4 

 

A steamer Una also advertised excursions departing the Town Jetty at 10.30 a.m. with cheap fares – 1s 
Return, as did the local tugs Dunskey and The Bruce, described as “favourite launches”, departing daily at 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m., also for 1s Return.4 (One wonders what a one-way trip would have included.) 
 
Other adverts associated with the visit included SKUTHORPE’S BUCKJUMPERS, described as            
Australia’s Greatest Devils of Horses, Mules, Ponies and Cattle next to the Town Hall; FLEET WEEK 
SPORTS to be held at the Parade Street Recreation Ground on Sept 14, 15 and 16, including a Tug-of-
War, Longest Place Kick, Throwing Cricket Ball, Throwing the Weight, Sailors’ Race (in uniform), Sack 
Race, Siamese Race & High Jump; a Log Chopping and Hewing Contest; Jack Callaghan, “the Lasso 
King – the Rope Demon – equal to any Texan Expert Living”. Cash prizes were offered to the  winners of 
all the competitions4. 
 
The festive atmosphere of the occasion in the town is well described by the adverts appearing in the      
Albany Advertiser included cruises from the Town Jetty by the local tugs Dunskey and The Bruce. The 
Swan River ferry Zephyr had made the trip to Albany for the event, as well as a steamer Una. Other land 
activities included Skulthorpe’s Buckjumpers - Australia’s Greatest Devils of Horses, Mules, Ponies and 
Cattle next to the Town Hall; a Tug-of War; Longest Place Kick; Cricket ball throwing; Weight throwing; 
races; wood chopping and others. 
 
INFLUENCES OF THE CRUISE 
The cruise of the Great White Fleet had many effects. The main ones are summed up briefly as follows: - 
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· Rather than being viewed as President Roosevelt’s “big stick” to wave at Japan, official records         
indicate that the cruise was the act of a prudent president testing the competence of the fleet before it 
was called to action. 

 
· Handling the invitations for the ships to visit, as well as the fleet’s requirements at its ports of call, 

tested the diplomatic services. 
 
· Valuable experience was provided to the crews involved. A tight schedule was planned prior to the 

fleet’s departure – and kept. This was made possible by the economic use of coal, using a cruising 
speed of approximately half the battleships’ full speed. Maintaining this was made possible by the very 
careful rationing of coal stoked into the ships’ boiler furnaces. 

 
· Operating away from home required a high level of self-reliance of the ships’ engine room staffs and 

their ability to make repairs themselves. The number of engine room breakdowns was far fewer after 
the return of the fleet than during the first leg of the cruise. 

 
· Steaming at a reduced speed provided commanding and bridge watch keeping officers and staff with 

plenty of signalling changing and maintaining formation, range finding and gunnery. 
 
· Chartering foreign flag colliers for refuelling was found to be extremely unreliable, particularly when the 

fleet was in Australasia. It brought home the reality, that unless a reliable source of re-fuelling and   
provisioning could be found, the fleet ran the risk of being immobile and ineffective when operating far 
from home. 

 
· Recommendations for the navy to operate its own colliers for its own use, was acted on  after the fleet 

returned. However, only 7 such units were in commission at the outbreak of World War 1. The          
refuelling and provisioning of warships did not become fully managed by the navy until liquid fuels    
superseded coal. 

 
· The ready invitation of the fleet to visit New Zealand and Australia, as well as the overwhelming      

welcome provided by the citizens of the ports visited, certainly caused the British Government some 
embarrassment, but it was insufficient motivation for an effective Pacific flotilla to be supplied by the 
Royal Navy. This in turn was one of the main reasons for founding the Royal Australian Navy in 1911. 

 
Sources 
1.           Teddy Roosevelt’s Great White Fleet – James R. Reckner  
2.           Navy Department Library -The Cruise of the Great White Fleet By JO2 (Journalist Second Class) Mike McKinley 
3.           Maritime Power in the 20th Century – The Australian Experience – David Stevens 
4.           Albany Advertiser – 12 September 1908 
5.           The Cruise of the Atlantic Fleet - A Condensed Log of the Cruise - Part II 
6.           Albany Advertiser – 3 April 1941 
7.           Naval Historical Society – ‘Navy-Day-by-Day (1900 – 1913)’ 
Roger Cunnington. 
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channelled from a spring from where Captain 
George Vancouver watered his ship in 1791, later 
other ships used the same spring.  The Albany 
Historical Society has now erected a stone arch 
bearing a plaque to identify the place. 
 
Below the hostel at beach level Uncle Harold had 
cleared an area for a garden.  There was a spring 
there and the water was used to water the lovely 
healthy vegetables that were grown there, to be 
used in the dining room of the hostel.  There were 
also raspberry bushes and cape gooseberries. The 
area has all been cleared now and is used as a 
picnic area.  Visitors would never guess that there 
had been such a lovely garden there, although, in 
season, they wonder how raspberries come to be 
growing in the surrounding bush. 
 
In the next bay along King George Sound a     
whaling station was being established, an           
interesting place, but at the same time a sad place, 
I hated to think of any creature in pain. It was    
awesome watching the flensers at work with their 
big curved knives, first cutting away the thick   
blubber and then cutting the huge carcass into 
pieces so that the winches could pull them along 
the deck, and up on to the upper deck where other 
men forked the pieces down through holes into the   
boilers below.  At one time flensers had the job of 
finding the small pituitary gland in the heads of the 
whales and cutting it out to be sent to the CSIRO 
for medical research. I wondered how it was     
possible to find such a small gland in such a huge 
animal.  Often we saw ships lying at anchor near 
the station taking in oil through a pipe from the 
holding tanks. 
 
Pauline and I were invited by the Norwegian    
Captain of one of the whaling boats to go out with 
them for the day.  A great honour.  We spent most 
of the day up on the bridge as the deck was awash 
with water, particularly when the man standing in 
the crow’s nest, a basket-like construction at the 
top of the mast, called out the sighting of a whale 
to port or starboard; then the ship turned round so 
acutely that it caused the ship to go on its side, so 
that the mast and the man in the look-out almost 
hit the waves.  I prayed all day that we wouldn’t 
catch a whale and at the end of the day the     
Captain apologised for not being able to catch one 
for us. This was the last whaling station, which 
closed in 1978 and is now the historical        
Whaleworld museum.   
 
During World War I there had been a whaling    
station in Frenchman Bay, owned by a Norwegian 
company.  The sixty-four stone steps leading from 

FRENCHMAN BAY HOSTEL AND  

TEAROOMS  
 
This was a favourite tourist destination for many 
years during the twentieth century until it was     
recently demolished by developer, Paul Lionetti.  
This is Doreen Lawton’s account of her life there in 
the 1950s when it was her home.  
 
First I must start with a little background. Do any of 
you remember when the buses had Proudlove    
instead of Love painted on them?  Well, Mr. Bill 
Proudlove was my uncle.  He came to Australia 
from England soon after the First World War under 
the Soldier Settlement Scheme.  After farming in 
Denmark for some years he came into Albany and 
eventually bought out the three bus owners that 
were operating in Albany.  In 1947 the owners of 
the Frenchman Bay Hostel wanted to sell the   
business and Uncle wrote to his sister, Ada, and 
her husband, Harold, in England suggesting that 
they buy the hostel.  The result was that they came 
out with their three children, Pauline, Edwin and 
Michael in 1948 and bought the hostel. 
 
In 1952 I had just finished my nursing studies in 
England when I received a letter from Aunt Ada  
inviting me to spend a holiday with them and so, at 
the beginning of June, Jean, a nursing friend, and I 
arrived in Fremantle, to find my two aunts and    
uncles waiting for us on the quayside. 
 
First we had to make the trip from Fremantle to  
Albany.  It was dark when we left Albany to go on 
to Frenchman Bay; all I could see was that we 
were travelling on the roughest, narrowest track I 
had ever been on but at last we saw the lights of 
the guesthouse on Frenchman Bay. Cousins, 
Pauline, Edwin and Michael were waiting to greet 
us. How they had grown in the four years since I 
saw them last! 
 
What a lovely surprise awaited Jean and me when 
we awoke the next morning; we were right on the 
edge of the bay with no other houses around, just 
bush all around the hostel and lovely sandy 
beaches.  We went for a swim straight away in the 
lovely clear water. The work at the hostel or   
guesthouse, as it was called locally, was very   
seasonal, very few people ventured along the 
rough track in the winter and the hostel became 
very isolated.  It was the beginning of June when 
Jean and I arrived so we had the beaches to     
ourselves to swim and afterwards we washed, 
showered and washed our hair under a pipe on the 
Frenchman Bay Beach.  The water was          
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tracked down and brought to the hostel. That was 
Edwin’s job and when I could I went with him.  He 
showed me how to track them and to listen for the 
distant sounds of their bells; sometimes we would 
have to walk for miles through the bush. From the 
road it is hard to see that there so many dips and 
small valleys, and therefore hills to climb up, and 
as there were very few tracks it was a case of  
having to go straight through the bush hoping that 
any snakes would crawl away. I met my first     
kangaroo on one of these expeditions. It was     
behind a bush, it let the cows go past but when it 
saw Edwin and me it leapt up in the air above our 
heads and gave us an awful fright.  Edwin would 
often bring a block of chocolate with him to be 
eaten as we slowly walked back behind the cows; 
however, in this we faced opposition, as Blackie, 
one of the cows, was also fond of chocolate.  It 
didn’t matter how quiet Edwin was in taking off the 
wrapper Blackie would hear and would turn around 
and face us until she got her share.  In the    
meantime the other cows would take the            
opportunity to look for more tit-bits in the bush and 
we would have to round them up again to get them 
onto the road and down to the hostel to be milked 
 
There was a sad time when Blackie fell into a gully 
and couldn’t get up again.  I went with Harold to try 
to coax her onto her feet again but to no avail.  We 
stayed with her all night and the next morning went 
home for breakfast unable to help her.  After 
breakfast Harold slipped out with his gun, without 
telling us, and shot the cow.  How devastating it 
must have been for him to have to kill one of his 
pet cows.  A hole was dug at the spot and the cow 
was buried there.  
 
A few weeks after the cow episode Ada and I set 
out to do more beachcombing.  We walked to the 
end of Frenchman Bay where there was what we 
called the rabbit hole.  Under the bushes there was 
a small watercourse coming from the cliffs above; 
as this was the only way to get up and over a 
clump of rocks to get to the next beach, Goode 
Beach, a sort of very narrow step-up path had 
been worn on one side of the watercourse.        
Because the thick bushes formed a low canopy 
overhead it was like a rabbit hole.  This day it had 
been raining and the path was slippery.  Ada went 
first and halfway up her feet slipped off the path 
into the bushes; we were laughing so much that it 
took awhile to get her on her feet again in such a 
constricted place.  On the spur of the moment I 
said, “Thank goodness for that, I thought we would 
have to stay here with you all night and then shoot 
you in the morning.”  She got such a shock that 
she slipped down the hole again and, laughing 

the hostel to the beach were built by them. These 
steps were the only way of getting down to the 
beach in the 1950s. Now only some foundations 
and brickwork on the beach remain of the little     
village that was once there. 
I loved the life at Frenchman Bay, but it was far too 
quiet for Jean so she soon decided to go up to 
Perth where she eventually married. I have seen 
her only once since then; she was living in Darwin 
with her husband and little son.  
 
Aunt Ada had taken a great interest in the shells of 
the area and had become quite knowledgeable 
about them. We spent many happy days together 
roaming the beaches and adding to her collection. 
We would start out early morning taking with us a   
picnic lunch and arrive back in the late afternoon. 
Wonderful carefree days were spent alone on the 
beautiful long white sandy beaches. 
 
One Mother’s Day Edwin and I walked along 
Goode Beach on the other side of the bay; it was a 
lovely pristine beach before the houses were built 
there. We had been walking for quite some time 
when Edwin said; “I’d love to find a special shell for 
Mum.”  We hadn’t walked much further when there 
it was, half hidden in the sand, a paper nautilus.  
Ada had several in her collection of various sizes 
but this was a particularly nice one and in good 
condition. It was a medium size, about five inches 
across, white with a deep brown coloured spine.  
Ada had explained to us that they were what the 
female octopus   secreted to protect her eggs.  On 
the way back to the hostel we carried the delicate 
shell very carefully, filling it with sand to protect it 
and handing it to one another as we climbed over 
the rocks.  I will never forget the look of pleasure 
on Edwin’s face as he gave his mother the      
beautiful shell for her special day. 
 
I soon learned to appreciate the Australian bush 
too as we wandered over the peninsula.  At the 
hostel there were four cows, real pets of the family, 
known by name and each wearing a collar with a 
bell, round its neck.  These cows produced the 
milk for the clotted cream, sold with delicious 
homemade scones and jam in the dining room.  
Visitors would often say that they had heard of 
Frenchman Bay’s Devonshire teas from other  
tourists they had met.  On occasions there would 
be a phone call from the aide of the WA Governor 
to say that the Governor and his wife would be 
calling for Devonshire teas on a certain date. 
 
The cows were let out to roam anywhere over the 
peninsula after milking in the morning and so, 
about three o’clock each afternoon, they had to be 
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down below in the sea we would see whales 
spouting and I would pray that the distant whale 
chaser wouldn’t see them. 
 
Other times we would walk further to Jimmy    
Newell’s Harbour where we would climb down an 
almost perpendicular cliff, holding on to the bushes 
for support, as we went down to the clear waters of 
the narrow harbour that, so the story goes, saved 
the life of Jimmy Newell when he was caught in a 
small boat in a stormy sea. I wondered what 
Jimmy Newell was like and how he felt when he 
managed to steer his boat into the calm haven.  
Many years later when I retired and was living in 
Albany I became a member of the Albany          
Historical Society and helped with the accession-
ing of many of the artefacts [and still does – ed.].  
Imagine my surprise to be handling Jimmy      
Newell’s gun, as I described it and attempted to 
draw diagrams of parts of it for the museum        
records. 
 
Sometimes we would walk further down to the 
coast to a very spectacular group of rocks, the Gap 
and the Natural Bridge.  We would stand on the 
rocks at the edge of the Gap and look down into 
the boiling cauldron below and hope not to feel 
dizzy and fall over as some people had done in the 
past, either accidentally or sometimes even on  
purpose.  It was only a short walk over the rocks to 
the Natural Bridge, large rocks that form an arch 
where the waves sweep under and into the a rocky 
basin, then climb out up the rocks on the other 
side.  Now there are warning signs to stop people 
from going over the bridge and, when I stand there 
I’m horrified to think of what we did when we were 
young.  We didn’t hear much about King waves in 
those carefree days. 
 
Pauline and I swam in the beautiful clear water of 
the bay and other beaches nearby all the year 
round.  Australian people thought we were very 
brave in the winter months but we explained that it 
we waited for warmer weather in England we 
would rarely get a swim. 
 
Most of these activities came to an abrupt end 
when the holiday season came along and the 
Frenchman Bay road dried out.  It was all hands 
on deck as twenty-six guests came to stay at the 
hostel and at the same time buses from Perth and 
the Eastern States, besides Uncle Bill’s tourist 
buses from Albany, brought hungry visitors for 
lunch.  The day would start with cooked breakfasts 
for the guests, then scones had to be made for 
casual morning tea visitors.  Often over a hundred 
cold meat salads would have to be prepared with 

more than ever, we had to start getting her feet 
onto the path again. 

 

One remarkable occasion when I was out with 
Aunt Ada, we walked through the bush behind the 
whaling station and up and over a high peak called 
Isthmus Hill, sometimes known as Misery Hill for 
the name of the beach down below it. The view 
from this point is magnificent, looking down the 
Flinders Peninsula to Bald Head five miles away, 
behind us to the many bays along the coast and in 
the distance to Albany. 
 
Way down below us was a long narrow isthmus, 
with a beach on each side of it.  The beach on our 
right on the open sea was the one we were     
heading for; at that time very few people walked 
along the isthmus and there were not paths at this 
point. We climbed very slowly down hanging on to 
the bushes, to the isthmus and then much further 
down to the beach below.  It was a long, beautiful, 
clear, white sandy beach to which very few people 
ventured.  We sat about half way along the beach 
to eat our sandwiches whilst admiring the huge 
waves rolling in.  Then quite suddenly an incident 
that I will never forget occurred, just one of those 
cameos in life that stay in your memory so vividly.  
About ten or twelve dolphins came swimming 
along and chose the waves just in front of where 
we were sitting to put on a great performance.  
They swam towards the beach in the waves as if 
set in ice, then flicked over and under to come in 
again on the next wave; they performed like this 
for quite some time as if they knew we were there 
and wanted to communicate with us the best way 
they knew.  It was a fantastic scene, which we     
often recalled. 
 
Pauline and I, and sometimes some of Pauline’s 
friends, would climb up on to the highest point on 
the peninsula called Stony Hill. From here the 
views are magnificent, that’s if it isn’t too windy 
and you are game to climb up the rock on the top.  
In the distance you can see over the harbour to  
Albany and beyond that to the Porongorups and 
Stirling Ranges; further round to Mount Gardiner 
and Mount Many Peaks; further round still looking 
down the Peninsula to Limestone and Bald Heads 
jutting out to sea approximately ten miles away, 
then round again to the wide open sea and along 
the rocky coast and cliffs stretching for many 
miles.  It is no wonder that Stony Hill was used as 
a lookout during both world wars,  [and as a RAAF 
radar station in WW II ed.]  there is evidence of 
this still cemented in the rock. Here, sitting up on 
the rock we would eat our sandwiches; often, way 


