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PRESIDENT’'S REPORT

| wish to welcome everybody to the AGM of the
Albany Historical Society. We have had another
rewarding and satisfying year and | would
congratulate the members on achieving this result.

In November of 2007 Loranne Middleton took over
the role of Coordinator of the monthly members
meeting with the blessing of Judith Swain who was
the previous Coordinator. The name was changed
to A.H.S Adventurers Club. During the year they
have had various enjoyable outings which included
a visit and talk at the Pioneer Cemetery, a
conducted tour through the University of Albany
(Old Post Office), a dinner at the Country Manor, a
night tour of the Brig Amity and OIld Goal and a
night at the Port Theatre.

An extraordinary committee meeting was held in
November to discuss breaches of the rules and
regulations of the Constitution which occurred at
the AGM held in October. Another AGM was called
in December to rectify the mistakes.

Our 2007 Christmas meeting was a BBQ held at
the Patrick Taylor Cottage. A vote of thanks was
given to Jason Howard for the BBQ he donated to
the A.H.S.

The relocation of the Admin Office to the Police
House and that of the Photo Dept. to the Old Goal
was done with minimal fuss and both are working
well. Suitable signage was purchased for both
locations.

Andrew contacted the V.S.A property regarding the
management order of Patrick Taylor Precinct and
finally received a reply and document. This makes
it easier to apply for grants.

The Old Gaol lease has been approved by the City
and we await the finalisation of the paperwork.

The Co-op is being renovated and painted. Pam
and David Northern and Eddy Summerbell with the
help of Betty Terwindt-Elliott and Susanne Horton
are undertaking the work. | congratulate you on a
great job done. The downstairs section will eventu-
ally be opened as a display and storage museum.
Susanne Horton and Staff have researched and
published a book — “Albany Convict Goal”, listing
all the convicts who were held in the gaol. They
also updated the book “The Mass Murderer” and
both books are selling well.

| would also like to thank Chris Roberts and his
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helpers for producing the greeting cards which are
now available for sale at the Old Gaol.

The A.H.S celebrated its 40th year of tenure of the
Old Gaol in April with a civic reception hosted by
the Mayor. Later, a dinner was held at Country
Manor for the A.H.S members and drinks were
paid for by the Society.

Eight cruise ships visited Albany over the last 12
months including the QE2, which was on her final
voyage. Their presence boosted our Gaol
attendance numbers.

The Battye Library was approached for the return
of the Patrick Taylor painting; instead a copy was
supplied and Mr Leeming will unveil it at a later
date.

The Denmark Historical Society celebrated its 25th
anniversary with a dinner attended by some of our
members. Andrew spoke at the dinner and
encouraged Denmark to continue with their good
work.

Anzac Peace Park is going ahead and Andrew has
been asked to review the plans as our AH.S is
considered a major stakeholder in this project.

The Centenary of the visit by the Great White Fleet
was celebrated in Albany on September 13th
2008. An American and two Australian war ships
arrived and were opened to the public. The AH.S
had a fine display of the First Great White Fleet
and its history — it being the main centre piece of
the celebrations at the Port. As no invitation was
received by me to participate in the celebrations, |
wish to take this opportunity to thank all those who
put in their time and effort to make this event
successful. Thankyou!

The Royal W.A Historical Society State conference
was held at Katanning and Andrew and Loranne
went as our delegates and Judith and Justin were
observers. They endeavoured to gain ideas for
2010 when we will host the State conference.
Andrew was elected onto the R.W.A.H.S. affiliated
society committee. His attendance will be required
at quarterly meetings in Perth at the expense of
A.H.S.

Mr Allen Miller kindly donated a walnut side table,
a mahogany chair and three leather bound
volumes of Matthew Henry's Exposition of the Old
and New Testaments. These items previously
belonged to Patrick Taylor and Peter Brown who
was First Colonial Secretary to Western Australia.
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Our thanks to Jason Howard for transporting these
items to Albany.

As my term as President of this Society is soon
coming to an end, | wish to thank all the members
for their support and encouragement. | would like
to wish the incoming President and the Society
continued success. May everyone who works for
this Society find satisfaction in their efforts.

Thank you
Peter Haywood

CEO’'S REPORT

Dear Members

This year has been an extremely rewarding and
hectic one.

December saw the relocation of the Administration
Offices from the Albany Convict Gaol to the Police
House on Duke Street and, in turn, the
Photographic Department and IT Department
relocating to the Albany Convict Gaol.

Although initially there were concerns about this
move, it has proven to be a very wise decision.
The Photography Department has had a marked
increase in its awareness as it is now more
accessible to the public and the Administration is
far better served with the extra room at the Police
House.

The Christmas period was extremely gratifying for
the Society with one of our best years ever in
terms of visitor numbers. The last twelve months
has also proven to be extremely productive in
terms of tour numbers. We have had nearly all
cruise lines that have visited Albany come through
our venues and school bookings and group tours
continue to grow rapidly. We have introduced a
new system to deal with this.

In February, we began to work towards the
renovation and refit of the Brig Amity. This is now
all but complete and we are hoping to have the
internal fitment completed before Christmas.

May saw us receive the Management Order for
Patrick Taylor Cottage, the Police House and the
adjacent block of land next door, thus giving the
Society tenure over these three sites and ensuring
our future security. We will now begin to acquire
Grants to undertake the landscaping and site
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upgrade that is required at PTC.

Also in May, we celebrated the Society’s 40" year
of managing the Albany Convict Gaol site. This
was celebrated by two events, one being a Civic
Reception hosted by the City of Albany and the
other was a Dinner at the Country Manor Motel.
Both of these events were extremely well
attended.

Recently | attended a meeting with the West
Australian Museum regarding discussions of the
AHS taking over the management and running of
Mouchemore’s Cottage, adjacent to the Brig Amity.
The West Australian Museum finds itself unable to
look after this site due to limited resources given to
the Albany Branch. They therefore feel that it
would be not only to their, but also the Cottage’s
advantage, if the Albany Historical Society were
able to assume responsibility for this site. The WA
Museum is currently in the process of signing this
building over to the AHS.

| also recently have held a meeting with the
National Trust in regard to Strawberry Hill Farm.
The AHS has put two proposals to them regarding
the future management of this property. We expect
further correspondence in relation to this matter
early in the New Year.

This year has seen the formation of the Albany
Historical Society’s Adventurers’ Club, co
-ordinated by Loranne Middleton. This new ini-
tiative has been extremely well received. How-
ever, its success is totally reliant on you, the Mem-
bers, supporting it. Loranne expends many hours
and a lot of energy, planning and booking events
for the Adventurers’ Club to undertake. It is im-
perative that if we wish the continued success of
the Adventurers’ Club, then each of us must
support these events.

Earlier this year, | had the honour to be nominated
for a Regional Achievement & Community Award.
This event is held annually and has many
corporate sponsors.

Whilst originally nominated for one category, the
Horizon Power Leadership & Innovation Award,
much to my surprise, the Judges deemed my
application suited to be also judged under the
Curtin University of Technology Regional Service
Award. After a long drawn-out process, judging
took place on 1 October 2008 and | was then
advised that | was a Finalist under both headings.
The Awards Ceremony Dinner was held at the
Parmelia Hilton Hotel in Perth on 7 November
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2008 and | was presented with a Finalist's
Certificate of Achievement in each of the Horizon
Power and the Curtin University Awards. This has
been a most worthwhile exercise and has helped
to showcase the Society to a wide audience
around regional areas of WA.

In September, Loranne and | attended the Royal
West Australian Historical Societies Conference.
This year it was hosted by the Katanning Historical
Society. During the course of this conference, |
was elected to the Affiliated Societies Committee
of the Royal West Australian Historical Society.
This is a great honour for the AHS and goes some
way to showing the new regard in which the AHS
is held by the Royal West Australian Historical
Society.

Our website has undergone a major upgrade in
the past twelve months and the number of visitors
continue to defy our expectations. The AHS
website is now one of the top five visited for this
region and has been nominated for an award that
will be held during the course of 2009.

Every year, | stand before you and thank the loyal
and dedicated group of volunteers without whom
this Society would cease to function. This year
being no different, on behalf of the Committee, |
offer our sincerest thanks to every one of you for
your tireless efforts in not only supporting the AHS
but helping to showcase our wonderful city to the
world.

There is a group of people without whom | could
simply not function. They are without doubt the
backbone of this organisation and to each of them
| offer my sincerest gratitude. Their dedication and
loyalty is wunparalleled. They are truly an
inspiration.

| also wish to thank and acknowledge the Heads of
Departments for their contribution.

Colin Aspinall, Head of Photography for always
being there, even when he’'s not working, but
helping by passing on customers’ requests.

A special thank you to Chris Roberts for his
tireless work both at the Gaol and the Amity and in
our Photography Department. Chris has amazing
photographic skills and has developed a wide
range of historic greetings cards which continue to
sell at a rapid rate and are most popular.

lan Lund, Head of IT, for his continual support and
work in keeping the Society’'s computers running

ALBANY HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC

and also for lecturing the 2009 Summer School
course on behalf of the Society.

To Betty Terwindt-Elliott, our Curator, for her
continuing work with the Collection.

To Joan Blight, our Researcher, for her enthusiasm
and energy in tackling new requests.

I thank Judith Swain for her enthusiastic support
both in Committee and with the Members’
Magazine.

| also thank Julia Mitchell for her sterling work as
our Publicity Officer as well as for her counsel and
advice throughout the year. Her ‘History Mysteries’
weekly column is a favourite amongst Albany Extra
readers.

Doug Lane, for his tireless contribution and
enthusiasm as Roster Co-ordinator for the Brig
Amity. Doug has contributed in the last twelve
months over 1,000 hours as an Attendant on the
Amity.

Jack and Margaret Warner for their enthusiasm
and their contribution to the Society over the last
two years but especially in the last twelve months
and their generous gift of several thousand dollars’
worth of tools and machinery. Jack’s skills range
from building shelves to fixing picture frames. A
very handy person to have around!

Thanks also to Jenny Summerbell who has been
Roster Co-ordinator at the Gaol during the past
year and has kept things running smoothly.

On behalf of the Committee, | wish to
acknowledge our outgoing President, Mr Peter
Haywood for his term as President over the last
three years. Peter has always been reliable and
dedicated and has done much to promote the
Albany Historical Society. It has been a pleasure
to have worked alongside him. We wish him all the
very best for the future and know that he will
continue to be an Attendant at the Gaol and keep
a watchful eye over all of us.

To Ray Shorrocks, Head of our Maintenance
Department, for his tireless efforts in keeping our
museums and attendants in good order and
supplied with ample tea and coffee.

To our Treasurer, Arthur Speller, who is without
doubt one of the hardest working and dedicated
people | have ever known. | thank you for your
friendship and your support.
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To Sue Horton, for her countless hours of work,
not only in the rebuilding of the Co-op, but also her
contribution to the Society. | know that both
Loranne and | find her indispensable to the AHS.

Jason Howard, for his unwavering support and
help and always being there to lend a hand when
we need him.

To Craig Anderson for his friendship, his tireless
work and being one of my closest and most
trusted colleagues and friend.

To Loranne Middleton, for her unwavering support,
loyalty and friendship, and without whom the AHS
would be a much poorer organisation.

During the course of this year, we have worked
extremely hard on preparing for the Centenary
Commemoration of the Great White Fleet. The
Albany Historical Society was foremost in making
this event a reality as it has been a project that |
have been working on for two years in secrecy,
due to United States security requirements. | must
acknowledge Craig and Noeline Anderson, Sue
Horton, Loranne Middleton and Roger Cunnington,
amongst others for their tireless work in preparing
for this event.

I wish to advise Members of our new Research
Officer, Crispin Travers, who has kindly agreed to
help Joan Blight in undertaking research requests.
Crispin is a Volunteer at the Albany Convict Gaol.
He also has University degrees in history and, |
believe, is proving to be a great asset, not only to
the AHS but also the Albany History Collection at
the Library.

I now turn to the Co-operative Store and to the
amazing and dedicated people who have
transformed the Society’'s shame into something
that we can all be very proud of. Pam and Dave
Northern and Eddie Summerbell are without doubit,
this year's heroes. No-one has worked as
diligently and in such difficult circumstances as
they have. They have given to the Society through
back-breaking sweat-pouring work, a great asset.
The AHS, for more than 15 years, has hidden the
Co-op away from prying eyes in the hope that it
would not be talked about. | know myself that last
year when the Albany Advertiser ran a story over
several weeks regarding the shameful and
eyesore-ridden buildings around our town, that
with every edition, | expected to see our Co-op.
Thankfully, this will never be the case after the
work that these people have done. | would ask all
the Members to please give Pam, Dave and Eddie
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a standing ovation!
my heart!

Thank you for the bottom of

Loranne will shortly be moving amongst you to
hand out Membership Forms for the Albany
Historical Society. The Society is the largest
affiliate to the Royal West Australian Historical
Society but we still need more members. | believe
that if each of us takes one form we can all find
amongst our family or friends, someone to join the
AHS. This is now more vital than ever as there is
a lot of development planned in sensitive and
historical areas of our city. The more members
the Society has, the more seriously our voice will
be taken by the powers that be.

As you will have seen as you came in, Loranne
has copies of our new in-house books and
memberships for sale. Please see her if you wish
to make a purchase.

Andrew Eyden

IN MEMORIAM

Retired teacher Patricia Lindsey died peacefully
at Hollywood Hospital on 21 November 2008
aged 87. Patricia was a supporter of her Alma

Mater, UWA, a long time member of the AHS, a
founding member of Albany U3A, a frequent
guest at Albany Public Library functions and a
fervent environmentalist.

Vale Patricia.

RESTORING OLD FAMILY
PHOTOGRAPHS

Computers give us the power to bring old
photos back to life. You will learn in a small
group how to scan your photos for the best
results, enhance your photo and then make a
bright new print on photographic quality pa-
per. We will be working mostly with black and
white photos with an introduction to restoring
the colour in faded colour photographs.

The course, led by lan Lund, is hosted by the

Albany Historical Society at the Albany
Convict Gaol.

Class Times: 12 - 16 Jan: 9.30am -
12.30pm

Cost: $150
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TREASURER’S REPORT

The accounts of the Albany Historical Society for the year ending 30-06-08 have been completed.
The Society this financial year showed a loss of $766.42

Total income for the year ending 30-06-08 was $78404.94 this included $8140.00 From Community First

Entry Fees

Albany Convict Gaol $33283.21
Patrick Taylor Cottage $3475.10
Brig Amity Tours $ 4802.59

Overall total expenditure for the year 2007/2008 was $79171.36

Total Deeming books sold to 3 0-06-08 $8873.78 starting December 1998
Total Cook books sold to 30-0608 $3572.13 starting September 2000
Total 19" Century Buildings sold to 30-06.08 $2643.68 starting April 2001
Total Anzac books sold to 30-06-08 $8680.33 starting May 2001

Total Convict Gaol History sold to 30-06-08 $154.68 starting April 2008

Walking with Angels owe $1837.47 before we show a profit Books in stock at the Albany Convict Gaol
Convict Gaol History Produced in house

Deeming Book Produced in house
Cook books 393  $2861.04
Anzac books 436  $8720.00
Building books 1299 $5910.45
$17491.49

In conclusion | would like to express my sincere thanks to all Attendants and members of the committee
and admin staff for their help and co-operation during the past year and special thanks must go to Andrew

Arthur Speller

NOTE: PHONE NUMBERS OF THE AHS

OFFICE & ADMIN 9841 5403 OLD GAOL 9841 6174
CO-OP 9841 1401 PTC 9841 5403
AMITY 9841 6885 PHOTOGRAPHY 9841 6174

CHANGE OF NAME AND ADDRESS FORM

NAME:
ADDRESS:
PH NUMBER:

EMAIL:
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ARCHIVES REPORT

CONTINUING CO-OPERATION BETWEEN
AHS AND AHC

Most of the material from our previous system has
now been transferred to the AHC computer system
by Celia Barnesby. | am still processing two major
items: the records of the 1900 Separation League,
which advocated joining the Goldfields in seceding
from WA at the time of Federation, and the
personal collection of former Harbour Master,
Henry K. Toll.

We have a new volunteer researcher at the library:
Crispin Travers has been joining Joan Blight and |
in our work there on Thursdays.

During the year Enid Home and Joan have added
to the unique collection of material which they
have compiled on nurses’ war service; the
photographic department has made a considerable
contribution to the restoration and processing of
old photographs assembled in this collection.

Much of the material housed in the Bond Store has
been reorganised into an accessible form by
Danielle Orr. These include the personal
collections of Florence McKail and Homer White.
All items relating to the City/Town Council are
being amalgamated with much more extensive
council material held by the AHC.

We have been finding the AHC resources useful in
providing background information for books and
artefacts held at the Co-operative Store.

Thank you to Maureen Lucas for applying her
library skills to the Society’s book collection.

As always, we greatly appreciated the support of
Malcolm Traill before he moved to the Battye
Library and now of Sue Smith who has replaced
him.

Thanks to Sue Horton for Members’ Magazine
production editing and to Eddie Summerbell for
undertaking the printing, as well as to Peter
Watson, MLA, and Matt. Benson-Lidholm, MLC,
for the use of printing facilities.

Judith Swain
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THE PATRICK TAYLOR PORTRAIT

(The Leeming Family’s Portrait and the
Story of its Retrieval from the State Library
of WA)

In mid-March 2008, Mr A E Leeming of Northam,
forwarded me a copy of a letter dated 18 March
2008 sent by him to the State Library of Western
Australia. In his letter, Mr Leeming stated that
many years ago, his mother, Mary Louisa Leeming
(nee Dempster) was bequeathed the oil painting
portrait of Patrick Taylor (her great-grandfather) by
Dr Robert Fairbairn. She had given the portrait to
the Battye Library. However, when Patrick Taylor
Cottage Museum was opened at a later date, his
mother thought the rightful place for the portrait
was in this new museum. Mrs Leeming then asked
the Battye Library to pass the portrait on to the
Patrick Taylor Museum. They refused. Mr Leeming
concluded his letter to the State Library requesting
them to now reconsider that refusal.

On receipt of Mr Leeming’s letter, | telephoned him
to obtain more details. We decided | would write to
the State Library as well as to the State Premier,
local Members of Parliament and other local
dignitaries, to gain their support in an effort to have
the portrait restored to the place Mr Leeming saw
as its proper home. It had been a matter of great
concern to the Leeming Family that Mrs Leeming’s
wishes had never been honoured. Indeed, Mr
Leeming expressed the distress caused by this
situation and so put these concerns in writing to
the State Library of WA.

After putting the whole matter before the AHS
Committee, they agreed | should do everything
possible to have the portrait restored to its rightful
place in the Cottage.

On 27 March 2008, | began by writing to Barbara
Patison of the Collections Development of the
State Library of WA in Perth. | expressed the
Leeming Family’'s deep concerns about the portrait
and pointed out that although Patrick Taylor was
one of Western Australia’s earlier settlers, he was
not of any significance to the history of the Perth
area but had more notoriety in Albany. Rather
than have the portrait stored in the Battye Library,
the AHS felt very strongly that it should be viewed
and appreciated by the 35,000 - 40,000 local,
interstate and overseas visitors who visit Patrick
Taylor Cottage each year.

| then sent a copy of my letter to Barbara Patison
to Alan Carpenter MLA, Premier of WA, Hon Matt
Benson MLC, Patron of Albany Historical Society,
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Hon Peter Watson, MLA, Member for Albany and
His Worship the Mayor of Albany, Milton Evans JP,
asking that they write a letter of support for the
AHS’ campaign to assist the Leeming Family.

| was greatly encouraged to receive the following
correspondence in response to my letters.

On 28 March 2008, Peter Watson MLA promptly
sent me a copy of the letter he had written to the
State Library of WA that day.

| replied to Peter Watson on 2 April 2008, thanking
him for his letter of support and advising he would
be kept informed of progress in the matter.

On 7 April 2008, | received a letter from Rita
Saffioti, Chief of Staff of the Premier's Office
stating she had been instructed by Alan Carpenter
to forward a copy of my letter to the Hon Sheila
McHale, Minister for Culture and the Arts, for her
consideration. Ms McHale had been asked to
advise the Premier on the outcome of our
representations.

On 11 April 2008, Veronica Dayman, Mayoral
Liaison/Administration Assistant sent me a copy of
Mayor Evans' letter to Margaret Allen, Chief
Executive Officer of the State Library of WA. In his
letter, Mayor Evans remarked that to have Patrick
Taylor’'s portrait hanging in his home would further
enhance the historic experience of visitors to the
Cottage and reiterated that it was his family’s wish
that this should occur. Mayor Evans stated he
strongly endorsed our efforts on the Leeming
Family’s behalf and that he sought Ms Allen’s
guidance and support in progressing the matter.

| wrote to Mr Leeming on 15 April 2008 updating
him on progress and enclosing copies of the letters
received from Peter Watson, Alan Carpenter,
Sheila McHale and Milton Evans and advising |
would be in touch again shortly.

On the same day, | replied to Veronica Dayman
expressing AHS’ thanks for Mayor Evans support
of our efforts on Mr Leeming’s behalf.

On 22 April 2008, | received a letter from Sheila
McHale MLA, Minister for Culture and the Arts. In
her very comprehensive letter, Ms McHale stated
the portrait of Patrick Taylor was recorded as being
donated to the JS Battye Library of West
Australian History, in 1962 from the estate of the
late Dr R Fairbairn (sic). She said this was the
same year Patrick Taylor Cottage Museum opened
in Albany. She continued that the State Library’s
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1962 accession register entry for the portrait
contained no detail of any conditions applying to
the donation and records its source as the estate
of Dr Fairbairn. Ms McHale continued that the
State Library held letters and other archival
material of Patrick Taylor and to also have a
portrait of such a pioneer is significant to the
collection. She states that while the portrait is not
on regular display, a photographic copy is
available to researchers upon request. The portrait
is maintained in appropriate storage and climatic
conditions and it was felt it was unsuitable for
permanent public display but should be examined
by an art conservator to confirm this fact. Ms
McHale continued that displaying the portrait of
Patrick Taylor would complement the collection at
the Patrick Taylor Cottage in Albany. In order to
facilitate this, the State Library could provide a
high quality, actual size, colour reproduction that
could be framed and hung in Patrick Taylor
Cottage. The original portrait would then continue
to be stored in sound climate controlled conditions
within the Library. She concluded that once an art
conservator had made an assessment of the
painting and deemed it suitable for public display,
the portrait could be loaned to Patrick Taylor
Museum for display. This would be subject to
approval by the Library Board and following
assessment of suitable environmental conditions
at the Museum. Finally, she concluded that AHS
would be contacted in the near future to discuss
arrangements.

On 1 May 2008, | wrote again to Mr Leeming
enclosing a copy of the letter from Sheila McHale
MLA and remarking that while her letter appears
disappointing initially, the State Library could
provide a high quality, actual size, colour
reproduction of the oil painting portrait that could
be hung in the Cottage.

| also replied to Sheila McHale MLA on 1 May
2008 in appreciation of the time and effort
expended by her in efforts to assist Mr Leeming. |
stated that while we are disappointed the State
Library would not permanently release the original
portrait to us, it was encouraging that they do
realise the importance of the portrait to Patrick
Taylor Cottage. | noted that if an art conservator
assessed the portrait suitable for public display, it
could be loaned for display to the Cottage. In
conclusion, | stated we would appreciate the State
Library providing us with a high quality, actual size,
colour reproduction of the portrait to be hung in
Patrick Taylor Cottage and because money is
always of the utmost concern to AHS, we would be
most grateful if this reproduction could be framed
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before it was handed over to the AHS. We looked
forward to their reply in due course.

After discussing this progress with Mr Leeming on
the telephone, | received a letter from him dated 8
May 2008, in which he thanks us for keeping him
up to date with the matter and for our hard work on
his behalf. Mr Leeming stated that he felt it would
be very difficult to get the original painting back to
Albany and that if all else failed, a high quality,
actual size colour reproduction, appropriately
framed might be the best alternative. He would be
happy with this ‘second best’ offer and hopes the
art conservator gives AHS a good assessment.

| received a letter dated 4 June 2008 from George
Cowcher, Acting Director, Resource Services of
the State Library of WA following our
correspondence with Hon Sheila McHale. He
states that work had commenced on investigating
a suitable medium for an actual size reproduction
of the original Patrick Taylor portrait held by the
State Library and that he would be in touch with
me once all this work has been concluded. Mr
Cowcher then went on to state that with respect to
the original portrait, they had an art conservator
examine and report in house. Advice from this
expert indicates that the painting is, unfortunately,
unsuitable for public display. He concluded by
stating he would contact me when the reproduction
is completed.

| wrote again to Mr Ted Leeming on 12 June 2008
enclosing a copy of George Cowcher’s letter of 4
June and explaining that the State Government is
going to some length to give us a framed high
quality copy of his family’s portrait of Patrick Taylor
and advising their art conservator has assessed
the original portrait as unsuitable for public display.
| explained to Mr Leeming that while we found this
disappointing we must do what is best for his
family’s precious heirloom. Advising that when we
do receive the copy of the portrait, AHS would
wish him to be Guest of Honour at the unveiling of
the copy portrait in Patrick Taylor Cottage; that we
plan to hold a morning or afternoon tea and have
local press and television reporters in attendance.
We believed it to be most fitting that he unveil the
portrait, not only because of his family connections
but also because he had been instrumental in
bring this task to a suitable conclusion.

On 12 June 2008, | also wrote again to George
Cowcher at the State Library of WA advising we
are happy to learn the State Library is in process
of investigating a suitable medium for the
reproduction of the Patrick Taylor portrait to be
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displayed in the Cottage. Also advising him we
note his art conservator considers the original
portrait to be unsuitable for public display and our
understanding that the original portrait must be
protected, also advising him that we are keeping
Mr Leeming appraised of progress in the matter.

George Cowcher of the State Library of WA
contacted me shortly after this latest
correspondence to request AHS obtain Mr
Leeming’s signature for the release of the image of
Patrick Taylor contained in the portrait that his late
mother, Mary Louisa Leeming, bequeathed to the
Battye Library (State Library). Mr Cowcher advised
that under copyright law, the Leeming Family still
own the copyright for this portrait.

| then wrote again to Ted Leeming on 16 July 2008
advising of George Cowcher's request and
advising we had taken the liberty of preparing a
form of release and requesting he sign this and
forward it direct to Mr Cowcher in order that
matters can be progressed. | asked Mr Leeming
to forward the form direct to the State Library of
WA.

| received a telephone call from the State Library
of WA on 30 October 2008 advising that the
reproduction portrait of Patrick Taylor had been
completed and framed and was being flown down
to Albany that weekend. | then arranged that |
would pick up the portrait personally from Albany
Airport and take it into my personal care.

| wrote again to Ted Leeming that day (30 October
2008) advising him that the completed
reproduction portrait of Patrick Taylor was being
flown down to Albany that weekend and that |
would collect it from the Airport. | reminded Ted
that he was to be Guest of Honour at the function
to welcome the portrait back to the Cottage.

On 13 November 2008, | wrote to Mr Ted Leeming
and told him that as arranged the portrait was now
in my care. | advised that it presently hangs safely
in the Police House until the function for its official
unveiling, possibly in February 2009. | also at-
tached a photocopy of the Albany Advertiser article
on 13 November 2008, headed ‘Patrick portrait
has come home’.

Andrew Eyden

September 8" 1841: J. S. Roe explores the
south coast east of Albany, returning
February 2" 1849.
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SHARK TALES OF ALBANY

Imagine the look of horrified surprise on the face of
Alex Lang one wintry afternoon in June 1925 when
he cut open a seven foot (2.1m) shark that the
Westerberg brothers had earlier caught in a net on
the south side of Princess Royal Harbour.
Amongst the contents of the shark's stomach was
the remains of a human arm and hand! Mr Lang
had merely planned to use the shark’s innards to
fertilise his garden and was certainly not expecting
this turn of events.

The recent shark attack on Jason Cull off
Middleton Beach in May this year led us to thinking
about the history of human — shark contacts in
Albany and it appears that Mr Lang's experience
was evidence of one of two likely shark fatalities in
Albany waters, but more of that later.

Sharks have undoubtedly been swimming off
Albany for thousands of years and hopefully will
continue to do so for thousands more. That the
Noongar people, including those around Albany,
were aware of sharks is demonstrated by their
having various words for them such as maadijat,
mundu and warhang. The early whalers, sealers
and sailors would also undoubtedly have been
aware of sharks and wary of them.

In March 1889, the Albany Mail recorded a Captain
Jones catching a thirty foot (9.1m) shark in
Princess Royal Harbour_and some years later the
Government Resident Rowley Loftie saw fit to
write a letter to the paper warning others of his
sighting of four or five sharks at the “picnic end” of
Middleton Beach, at least one of which was a
“monster”. Magistrate Loftie wrote that these
sharks were “so close to shore....| feared to swim
my dog”..

Magistrate Loftie’'s warning could have been seen
as prophetic because before that year was out,
Albany recorded its first probable shark fatality. On
29 November 1896 Ernest Davis and Frank Bee
were out fishing in a boat in Princess Royal
Harbour when it capsized, throwing them into the
water. They were not a great distance from shore
and started swimming. Mr Bee made it ashore but
lost sight of Mr Davis on the way. A subsequent
search by police and others for the unlucky Mr
Davis found the remnants of a man’s shirt with part
of a left arm inside it. The arm had what appeared
to be shark tooth marks on it and was reportedly
gnawed, rather than torn, off. Witnesses indicated
that the shirt was identical to one that Mr Davis
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had been seen wearing earlier in the day of his
disappearance and the fact that it still held an 18
carat gold collar stud was taken to demonstrate
that it had not been willingly discarded. (One would
think that the presence of the arm would have also
supported that theory.) Another witness who had
been fishing in the same vicinity that day reported
having moved his boat closer to shore as a result
of having seen a large shark. The result of a
coronial inquiry was that Mr Davis had been taken
by a shark.

During the nineteenth century, sea bathing was not
a particularly popular pastime, but in the early
years of the twentieth century, this started to
change. Swimming baths were under construction
on the harbour foreshore in 1911 and at this time
thought was also given to building a shark-proof
fence at Middleton Beach. At a Town Council
meeting in November 1911 a cost estimate of
Forty Pounds was given by the Town Clerk to build
such a fence. Cr Cuddihy moved for the work to be
placed on the estimates for the following year but
Cr Reddin, perhaps more aquatically inclined,
moved that the work “be carried out at once”.
Voting was tied but the Mayor’'s casting vote
supported Cr Reddin’'s proposition for prompt
action.

Town Clerk Ernest Paton followed Council's
direction with commendable alacrity, considering
the intervention of Christmas and New Year, and
by the end of January 1912 was advertising for
tenders for a shark-proof fence at Middleton
Beach. Tenders were to close by 9 February.

Keen followers of Albany Council activities and
government processes in general, would not be
surprised to learn, however, that a year later the
Albany Advertiser reported that in Government
Votes to Council the sum of One Hundred Pounds
had been received by the Town Treasurer towards
the fence. It was not reported whether this sum
was towards construction or maintenance of the
fence but it seems that even if the terms “cost
blowout” and “construction delays” were not
familiar in 1913, the concepts certainly were!

Further research would be needed to ascertain the
complete history of the fence but just four years
later at a Council meeting, Cr Bailey “drew
attention to the dangerous state of the shark-proof
fence at Middleton Beach”. A motion was passed
to have the Town Foreman report on the matter
but it is not known what the eventual outcome of
this report was, or how much longer the fence
remained in place.



Page 12

Big sharks were certainly still around. Eighty year
old Emmanuel King, reminiscing in 1963,
remembered catching a twenty six foot (7.9m)
bullnosed shark near the Frenchman's Bay
whaling station in 1915. The shark's jaw contained
around 400 teeth and these were sold for 2/6
each, a reasonable sum of money in 1915 when
Five Pounds would buy a reasonable pony and
wages of 15/- a week were being offered for a
young maid. The Albany Advertiser at that time
sold for a Penny, making each tooth worth $36 in
2008 terms.

And then we come to Mr Lang’s macabre
experience in 1925. Perhaps the most interesting
aspect of this event was the casual reaction to it. If
a human arm turned up in a shark in Princess
Royal Harbour today, it would probably be front
page news around the country, if not the world.
Major efforts would take place to ascertain the
original owner of the arm and to trace how it had
found its way into the shark. In 1925, however, the
discovery rated only a few lines on the second
page of the Albany Advertiser, along with other
minor tidbits of local news_. The item casually goes
on to say that the arm having no identifying
features, local Police Sgt Anderson ordered that it
be buried! That was it. Nothing more appears to
have been said or done regarding this remarkable
discovery.

Over the years of the twentieth century, Middleton
Beach became more and more popular as a
swimming destination and the sharks continued
their lives a little further out in the water with no
other regrettable (from a human point of view)
interactions for some time. Whaling was known to
attract the attention of sharks keen for a free feed
and large sharks were sometimes caught, often as
Emmanuel King noted, for their teeth and jaws,
rather than their eating value.

By the second half of the twentieth century, the
number of people swimming at Middleton Beach
again led to consideration of how to prevent any
possible shark attacks. In December 1959 a nine
foot (2.7m) shark was spotted just off Middleton
Beach. The surf lifesavers had a portable hand
siren but it was reported that this wasn't loud
enough to reach people who were any distance
from it. The Surf Club did have a louder electric
siren but the observation tower had just been
relocated and had no power point to plug this siren
into. It was agreed that this oversight should be
rectified immediately.
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In 1961 the Albany Advertiser reported that there
had been a record five shark alarms in one day on
5 March. The sharks sighted were varied, with one
hammerhead being caught and another sighting
being of a bronze whaler._Experienced observers
noted that there were a large number of fish in the
waters off Middleton Beach that day and this
appeared to have attracted the sharks. November
and December of that year also brought frequent
shark sightings and early in 1962 a public meeting
was held to commence an appeal to fund the
purchase of an even louder shark siren. Shortly
after the appeal commenced, a local fisherman
caught a twelve foot (3.6m) white pointer not far off
Middleton Beach. Charging admission to view this
monster of the deep promptly, and fittingly, raised
nearly half the Four Hundred Pounds gathered by
the appeal. This was more than enough for the
required alarm and there was even money left over
for the Surf Club to spend on swimming costumes
and lockers for members. As an additional
precaution against attack, in 1964 public-spirited
Albany identity John Bell commenced aerial shark
patrols along Middleton Beach in conjunction with
joy flights he offered to the public. He radioed any
sightings made to Radio 6VA for broadcast. This
was reportedly WA'’s first aerial shark patrol WA,
outside of Perth.

Early in 1974, Glen Tunbridge, a local skindiver,
had an unpleasantly close encounter with a four
foot (1.2m) bronze whaler, when it took a taste of
his leg while he was diving off Emu Point.
Protected by his wet suit, Mr Tunbridge did not
need any stitches but he reported that it felt like a
“hammer blow” and necessitated a day off work.
He dismissed the event as “a bit of a laugh” but did
note that it was concerning in that children’s
swimming lessons took place in the near vicinity.

Mr Tunbridge should be relieved that his encounter
was not with the gigantic 5m white pointer caught
by Colin Ostle just over a year later, on 20 April
1975, from the fishing boat Pyramid. Weighing in
at 1470kg this was technically a world record
breaking size. Despite being 259kg heavier that
the existing record holder, Mr Ostle’s shark was
not credited as breaking the record because he
had merely lassoed it by the tail, rather than
caught it on a line. The size of sharks being caught
in Albany waters, perhaps along with recently
released Jaws inspired mania, led to a proposal in
late 1975 for Albany to hold an international shark
fishing competition but nothing seems to have
come of this.

So there we have a few of the Shark Tales of
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Albany and, despite Jason Cull's misfortune, it
would seem the odds of being bitten are pretty low.
On the day that Jason Cull was bitten, even when
spotted from the air, a few hundred metres or less
from the beach, nothing could be seen of the shark
(s) from the beach itself, so they are probably
always out there but we are just unaware of them.
Luckily it seems as if their interest in humans
maybe less than ours in them, so happy
swimming.

Crispin Travers

P.1989.394. G. Augustson with shark from the
collection of the Albany Historical Society.

P.1998.503. From the collection of the Albany Historical
Society.
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WA REGIONAL ACHIEVEMENT
& COMMUNITY AWARDS
(‘THE PROJECT)

In June this year, the City of Albany sent an email
to local businesses asking if there was someone in
a local group or organization who pulled more than
their weight — and who was in fact, the glue
holding a business together. The email advised
that the City’s Youth Advisory Council had been a
semi-finalist in the 2007 Australia Post Youth
Leadership Awards and that the 2008 WA
Regional Achievement & Community Awards were
now open for nominations.

It seemed obvious to me that in Andrew Eyden,
the AHS had such a person.

As | have worked closely with Andrew for almost
two years and know how hard he has worked to
bring AHS to the enviable position it holds
amongst other historical societies, | felt eminently
qualified to nominate him for an Award.

The Regional Achievement & Community Awards
are about recognising rural and regional achievers
in the community. Each State has different
Awards and this year, the WA Awards would be
presented by WIN Television and the Prize Patron
would be Commonwealth Bank.

The Awards would be in the following different
categories:

RSM Bird Cameron Business Enterprise Award;
Local Government Best Practice Award;

Curtin University of Technology Regional Service
Award;

LandCorp Environment and Sustainability Award;
Australia Post Youth Leadership Award,;
CSBP Water Conservation Award;
Department of Indigenous Affairs
Service Award;

Horizon Power Leadership & Innovation Award;
and

Kleenheat Gas Community of the Year Award.

Indigenous

Commonwealth Bank would present a Bank
Cheque for $2,000 to the Winner of each
Category.

| decided that the Award most suited to Andrew’s
talents and leadership skills was the Horizon
Power Driving Force Award.
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This Award sought nominations from people
whose tenacity, dedication, selflessness and
leadership qualities were key ingredients to those
amazing individuals who were the ‘driving force’ in
their community. They should be at the forefront
of community contribution in their field of
endeavour. They may have overcome significant
difficulty to achieve excellent outcomes and raise
pride in the community. They may be putting their
heart and soul into making WA a better place. The
Leadership & Innovation Award would
acknowledge role models who through their
innovation, leadership and driving force, paved the
way for others to follow.

| began preparing the paperwork for Andrew’s
nomination for a Horizon Power Leadership &
Innovation Award. | had to address many
selection criteria about Andrew's personal and
business life. The Awards Office recommended
that the Nominee should be unaware of his or her
nomination.

| became devious and underhand in eliciting
information from Andrew so that | could amass the
detailed paperwork. It was quite difficult to hide
what | was doing from Andrew during the course of
my work at the Police House, because as you all
know, he is very astute and nothing much escapes
his notice.

| had also to provide photographs of Andrew to go
with the paperwork. | pretended to be trying out
my new digital camera and Andrew sat patiently
while | told him | needed to try different angles and
light. He also unsuspectingly let me print off
photographs of our three venues (to be included
with the paperwork).

To cover my tracks, | prepared a file called ‘The
Project’ and hid it in my desk, taking it home in the
evenings.

The paperwork took many weeks to prepare and
once it was finished, | decided it would be
appropriate to have references from two prominent
Albany businessmen who were familiar with
Andrew’s work at AHS.

The obvious choices were both AHS Members.

| wrote first to Hon Matt Benson JP MLC (Patron of
AHS) to explain what | was doing and asked if he
would support my nomination. | had to advise that
Andrew was totally unaware he was being
nominated for an Award. Matt was delighted to
assist and suggested | liaise with Graeme
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McBeath of his office. Graeme is also an
enthusiastic AHS Member and we had many email
and telephone discussions about the Award.
Graeme became masterly at fielding questions
when he rang to speak to me and found Andrew
answering the telephone. Graeme was very
supportive of my efforts.

At the same time, | wrote to City of Albany
Councillor and AHS Member, Roley Paver asking
if he would provide a letter of support for the
Award nomination. Roley entered enthusiastically
into the secrecy of the venture and we
corresponded by email and telephone. Roley
provided a magnificent letter in support of
Andrew’s nomination and gave me much
encouragement throughout the whole process.
Thank you, Roley.

| became adept at making up white lies to cover
mysterious email and telephone conversations and
when Linda Paver called to hand-deliver Roley’s
letter in my absence, she handled an unexpected
meeting with Andrew with aplomb!

I am most grateful to Matt Benson, Graeme
McBeath and Roley and Linda Paver. Their
admiration and support for Andrew’s work added
much kudos to my nomination.

Having completed all the requirements, | then sent
off two original sets of documentation to the
Regional Achievement Awards Office in Perth by
registered post.

| received a letter of acknowledgement from the
Regional Achievement & Community Awards
Office on 13 August 2008 thanking me for my
nomination.

At that stage, the cat was out of the proverbial bag,
because Andrew also received a letter advising
him he had been nominated for the Horizon Power
Leadership & Innovation Award. To say he was
flabbergasted is something of an understatement!
(A flabbergasted Andrew is not something one
sees every day of the week!)

That day, we had a telephone call from the Albany
Advertiser and a reporter came to the office to
write a story about the Andrew’s Nomination. We
also had Candice Barnes from WIN Television ring
Andrew and she came to the office to interview
and film him for the 6.30pm WIN TV News that
evening.
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Silence then followed — and it was not until 3
October 2008 that | received two letters from the
Regional Achievement & Awards Office. Both
letters advised me that Judging had recently been
completed.

Andrew also received two letters from the Regional
Achievement & Awards Office that day advising
that Judging had recently been completed and we
were advised as follows:

The first letter advised that Andrew Eyden had
been judged a Finalist in the Horizon Power
Leadership & Innovation Award.

The second letter advised that Andrew Eyden had
also been judged a Finalist in the Curtin University
of Technology Regional Service Award as the
Judges had decided the documentation provided
by me proved that Andrew was eminently suited to
being also judged in this category.

Each of our letters invited us to the prestigious
Awards Gala Presentation Dinner at the Parmelia
Hilton Hotel in Perth on Friday 7 November 2008
and advised that a very special presentation would
be made to each Finalist during the evening in
recognition of their invaluable contribution to the
community.

We were told a special Audio Visual production on
each Finalist’'s achievements would be shown on
large screens while they came up on to the stage
and that once each finalist had been presented,
the winners would be announced. The winners
would not be known until the announcement on the
nightt We were requested to email additional
photographs of Andrew to the Awards Office for
the Gala Presentation Dinner.

Andrew travelled to Perth on the morning of 7
November 2008 with his parents and brother,
where they had booked into the Parmelia Hilton
Hotel.

| was unable to attend the Awards Ceremony
because of family commitments.

The Awards Ceremony and Dinner began at
7.00pm and continued late into the night.

During the course of the evening, Andrew was
presented with a beautifully framed Finalist's
Certificate in each of the two Awards: Horizon
Power Leadership & Innovation Award and the
Curtin University of Technology Regional Service
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Award. The Certificates now hang in his office at
the Police House.

| am happy to have been part of the Project and
proud that Andrew reached the Finals and gained
recognition for all his work on behalf of AHS and
its Members.

| thank Matt Benson, Graeme McBeath and Roley
Paver for their generous and unstinting support of
Andrew. | also thank them for their enthusiasm for
the Project.

Loranne Middleton

! n
FRENCH POLISHER

ja.howard@bigpond.com

Qualified Horticulturist
Carole and Peter
9844 9345

0437 416 927 or 0401 019 058

WANTED

The AHS requires volunteers as
attendants at Patrick Taylor Cottage,
Old Convict Gaol and Brig Amity.

If you have thought of volunteering but
have not got around to it — now is the
time.

Please contact Andrew on 9841 5403
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Nurses Memorial Service October

2008.
Address Given By Joan Blight. (Ex S.R.N.)

You would be forgiven if you thought nursing
training began with Florence Nightingale and the
Crimean War. This is not so!

Originally nurses were trained by religious orders,
such as St Vincent de Paul, as all untrained female
nurses were believed to be witches, By the 1670s
the structure of the hierarchy for Matron, Sister,
Nurse and Helper operated, but the Matron’'s
duties were not fully defined until 1775.

Florence Nightingale was born in 1820 in Florence,
Italy, but was raised in Derbyshire, England by her
well-to-do parents. She had spent most of her
adult life trying to find a meaningful occupation
within the very restricted sphere of the upper-class
Victorian woman.

In 1850 Florence began her nursing training at the
Institute of St Vincent de Paul in Alexandria, Egypt.
Later while on holiday, she spent three months
with Pastor Fliedner of the Order of Protestant
Deaconesses in Kaiserworth in Germany.

The Institute trained female nursing staff with a
religious basis, this gave Florence the impetus to
organize nursing care. In 1852 her wealthy father
provided her with 500 pounds a year so she could
live independently and leave home.

In 1853 she became Superintendent of the
Hospital for Invalided Gentlewomen in London
despite her lack of experience.

1854 saw the outbreak of the Crimean War where
Britain, France and Turkey fought Russia over the
Black Sea trade routes. At the Battle of Balaclava
247 Cavalrymen died in the Charge of the Light
Brigade.

The Secretary of War proposed that Florence
Nightingale should assume direction of all nursing
operations at the war front.

Florence, accompanied by 38 nurses, went to
Scutari (now part of Instanbul) arriving 4th of
November 1854. The base hospital was over
-crowded and filthy. Eighteen hundred casual-
ties struggled for survival in cold draughty wards.
Ventilation was grossly inadequate and vermin
ran free. Patients had to lie on the floor, virtually
where they had fallen, without sheets or blankets.
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Florence was only to be in charge of the nurses at
the base hospital and was to act under the
authority of the medical officer, Dr Menzies. The
nurses were not allowed to dress wounds, that
was the task for the doctors.

The nurses provided equally as important essential
services, such as linen, food, clothes, supplies and
washing of the patients.

Disease was by far the worst killer, and there were
only two or three nurses per hundred patients.
They could not manage without help, this came
from male orderlies and soldiers’ wives. The work
was arduous and performed under extreme
conditions.

The initial tasks were organizing space, increasing
food rations and supplying new equipment,
clothing and medical supplies. Scutari was also
improved by reducing its size and setting up four
other hospitals

There were few medical supplies, no clean water,
no facilities for basic hygiene, inadequate sewage
disposal and notorious neglect of the area for food
preparation.

The death-rate at Scutari remained far higher than
the front-line hospitals in Balaclava. So a Sanitary
Commission team arrived and discovered that the
hospital was positioned above a huge cesspool.
This was dug out; the floor replaced; the walls
painted with disinfectant; double rows of
mattresses changed to single ones and the wards
and corridors were cleared of rubbish and waste
every day.

In the winter of 1854-55 more than one third of the
strength of the British army died of disease, most
of them in hospitals. Of the almost 11,000 men
who died, about half were from cholera and
dysentery, and various forms of fever being the
next biggest killer.

It was Florence Nightingale’'s firm belief in her
purpose and the enormous influx of casualties that
made the medical staff finally accept her. She
wrote many letters to England describing the
medical and nursing conditions.

She also concerned herself with the rehabilitation
of patients, setting up reading rooms and a
canteen, even writing letters home to the soldier’s
families.

It was the nursing staff who had an extremely hard
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life. One hundred and twenty five nurses worked in
appalling conditions.

Florence Nightingale was forceful, ruthless and
demanding of both those in authority and those in
obedience. She would not tolerate anything but
perfection.

Florence Nightingale had influential friends,
including a newspaper reporter. This is where the
story of the “Lady with the lamp” originated. There
were many brave and devoted nurses at the other
hospitals at the war front, but they were not
praised as Florence was. In the spring of 1855,
Florence became ill with a fever and was returned
to Constantinople to convalescence at the British
Ambassador’s residence. She did not return to
Scutari until August. Meanwhile the doctors in the
Crimea asked for the Sisters of Mercy to take
control of the nursing duties. Not surprisingly when
Florence returned to the Crimea to assert her
control in March 1856, the Sisters of Mercy
preferred to leave. They returned and were given
no reward, recognition or even travelling expenses
from the War Office.

Many times Florence had tried to extend her
control over the other hospitals as well, but the
doctors told her more than once that she was to
stay at Scutari, away from the front-line.

In November 1855 the ‘Nightingale Fund’ was
opened to public subscription to provide for the
training of nurses.

She returned to Britain in July 1856. Then in
September 1857, she declared herself an invalid
and largely kept to her bed for the next thirty five
years. She was bitter about her treatment and
wrote to her aunt telling her so; she also visited the
Queen and Prince Albert at Balmoral; wrote of her
experiences and argued for reform in the medical
services. She wrote a three volume book called,
“Suggestions for Thought to the Searchers After
Truth Among the Artisans of England”.

Her other writings included “Notes on
Hospitals” (1859), “Notes on Nursing” (1860), the
first text book for nurses, which was translated into
many languages, also “Notes on Nursing for the
Labouring Classes (1861). Her contributions to the
evolution of nursing as a profession were
invaluable. Through her efforts the stature of
nursing was raised to that of a medical profession
with high standards of education and important
responsibilities. She was the first woman to
receive the Order of Merit.
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When Florence returned to England, many
hospitals were still places of wretchedness,
degradation and squalor. Hospitals smelt, the
result of dirt and lack of sanitation. Wards were
usually large, bare and gloomy; bed space was
cramped with as many as fifty or sixty beds
crowded into a single ward, each bed having less
than two feet of space between it and the next
bed.

There was no privacy for the patients or the
nurses, it was not uncommon for nurses to sleep in
the wards they nursed in. New patients were
placed into the same bed-linen used by the last
patient.

Florence Nightingale’s reforms began in 1860 with
money raised to commemorate her work in the
Crimea. Her first objective was to open a training
school for nurses. The Nightingale School for
Nurses was opened at St Thomas's Hospital in
Southwark on June 24, 1860. Applicants were
divided into probationers and paying probationers,
the latter group was expected to take the higher
posts. By the end of 1870 twenty six women had
become “Lady Superintendent” or “Matron” in
Britain and abroad.

Henry Parkes was the Colonial Secretary in New
South Wales in 1866. He saw a chance to reform
the Sydney Infirmary, which was in desperate
need of experienced nurses and gross
improvement on hospital conditions.

On July 21°'1866 he wrote a letter which changed
the course of healthcare in Australia. It resulted in
Florence Nightingale sending to Australia Lucy
Osbum and four other Nightingale trained nurses,
to initiate the first three year trained nurses and to
improve the standard of our hospitals.

All the senior Matrons that went to World War 1
were Nightingale trained.

There was also, “The Nightingale Pledge”.

“I solemnly pledge myself before God and in the
presence of this assembly to pass my life in purity
and to practice my profession faithfully.

| will abstain from whatever is deleterious and mis-
chievous and will not take or knowingly administer
any harmful drug.

I will do all in my power to maintain and elevate the
standard of my profession, and will hold in
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confidence all personal matters committed to my
keeping, and all family affairs coming to my
knowledge in the practice of my calling.

With loyalty will | endeavour to aid the physician in
his work, and devote myself to the welfare of those
committed to my care.

AHS ADVENTURERS’ CLUB
VISIT TO ‘THE KING & I

If our latest outings are anything to go by, the AHS’
Adventurers Club outings seem to attract bad
weather!

Torrential downpours had flooded Albany during
the previous week and as our party congregated at
the Port Theatre on Saturday, 22 November 2008,
we had to step gingerly through deep puddles to
get to the ramp and up to the welcoming open
door, furling damp umbrellas as we went.

The Albany Light Opera & Theatre Co. Inc.’s
production of ‘The King & I' had attracted much
attention over previous weeks as they rehearsed
this well-loved musical. The company had had to
appoint a new Musical Director at short notice. As
a result the date of the opening night of the show
had been put back to give the new appointee time
to develop that very crucial part of the production.

The King and 1 tells the story of King Mongkut of
Siam, who in his attempt to bring Western culture
to his country, engaged Anna Leonowens, a Welsh
schoolteacher, to teach the royal children. The
story of her arrival in Siam with her son, Louis, and
the difficulties they faced, is familiar to everyone
who saw the Yul Brynner/Deborah Kerr film many
years ago.

We were 24 Adventurers who sat down on
cushioned chairs very near the front of the
Theatre.

Kirsty Button, the orchestra’s new Musical
Director, led the musicians into the evening with a
spirited selection of music from the show, prior to
the curtain being raised.

The Members of the Albany Light Opera & Theatre
Co. are to be congratulated for their
professionalism. From the moment the show
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began, we were treated to first class
entertainment, beautiful voices and colourful
costumes as very young - and not so young - cast
members led us away through the familiar places
and music of this well-known story.

Trevor Dack played a very arrogant but likeable
King Mongkut and gave a sterling performance
with his powerful speaking and singing voice. Jill
Larsen played Anna Leonowens brilliantly. Her
diction was very clear and she sang beautifully.
Her son Louis, played by Haydn Sharp, was a
likeable and competent British boy thrust into the
strange manners of Siam. Crown Prince
Chulalongkorn, the King's heir apparent, was
powerfully played by Jake Smith. He gave just the
right amount of arrogance to impress everyone -
except the King and Anna! Jake Smith should go
far, if his enthusiasm and enjoyment of what he
was doing is anything to go by.

The many royal children were delightful too and
very well rehearsed. Some were very young
indeed — perhaps under 5 years of age. The royal
wives too, shone in their bright costumes as they
twittered across the stage.

There were many highlights in the production.
Two of the more outstanding and polished
performances of the evening were the voices of
young actors, Kelly Seaton, who played Princess
Tuptim, and Andrew Vertigan who played Lun Tha,
her ill-fated lover. Their voices soared effortlessly
each time they were on stage.

Another important highlight of the ‘King and I was
the Ballet the Siamese Royal Household
performed to impress the visiting Englishman, Sir
Edward Ramsay and his party. Here, masked
dancers excelled themselves by performing their
version of ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ (called ‘Small
House of Uncle Thomas’). This was a truly
delightful and amusing performance and the
dancers are to be congratulated.

Now that the Adventurers have ‘discovered’ the
Albany Light Opera & Theatre Company, we will
most probably have another outing to the Port
Theatre some time in the future. | have already
earmarked the show | think we would enjoy on our
next visit!

The Albany Light Opera and Theatre Company is
to be congratulated on the high quality of this
performance. We are certainly lucky to have such
a mature company here in Albany.
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| took photographs of our Members during the evening and these can be seen on the Police House
noticeboard at 37 Duke Street, Albany. Do come and have a look next time you are passing!

Loranne Middleton

Above and right: Scenes from the ‘King & I
Photos taken by Loranne Middleton

Left to right: Frank Brandenburg, President Colin Aspinall, CEO Andrew Eyden and past
President Peter Haywood.

Photo taken by Loranne Middleton.
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